
In order to receive an absentee ballot, a registered 
voter needs to provide the following information:

• Name
• Date of birth
• Iowa residential address
• Voter Verification Number 
• Iowa Driver’s License or Non-Operator ID 

Number 
• Four digit Voter PIN located on the voter’s Iowa 

Voter ID card
• The name or date of the election for which an 

absentee ballot is being requested. Unlike voter reg-
istration, absentee ballots need to be requested every 
time if a person wants to vote absentee.

• Party affiliation, which is only required for pri-
mary elections held in even numbered years

• Signature

Early voting begins Oct. 5 and runs through Nov. 2. 
People wanting to vote early can do so at the county 

auditor’s office or at selected voting sites. The ballot can-
not be taken home. 

Dates and hours of each voting site may vary.
People do not have to have an absentee ballot request 

submitted in order to vote early. They can simply show up 
at the site with their identification and proof of residence.

 Masks will not be required and social distanc-
ing will not be enforced. However, masks and hand 
sanitizer will be made available to voters and 6-foot 
marks will be placed on floors to encourage social 
distancing.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and a decrease 
in the number of election workers, there will not be 
as many poll locations as in previous elections.

People can find their proper voting locations by 
visiting the Iowa Secretary of State website or by 
calling their county auditor.

The results of the election will not begin to be 
reported until after polls close on Election Day.

Identification and proof of residence need to be 
provided. The best way to do that is with an Iowa driv-
er’s license, which has the current address printed on it. 

Other forms of identification which may be used 
include:

• Iowa non-driver ID card
• Out-of-state driver’s license or non-driver ID card
• U.S. passport
• U.S. military ID
• ID card issued by employer
• Student ID issued by Iowa high school or college
• Tribal ID.
Documents which can prove a person’s residence 

include:
• Residential lease
• Utility bill, which can be a cell phone bill
• Bank statement
• Paycheck
• Government check or other government document.

Voter registration forms need to be requested 
from the county auditor’s office, which will send 
the registration within two weeks. The forms 
cannot be picked up at the office. The auditor 
needs to mail them.

Forms have to be signed and sent to the coun-
ty auditor’s office. If someone is not able to physi-
cally sign, a rubber stamp or mark can be used. 

Polls for voting in Iowa will be open  

from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m., Nov. 3.

Election ballots will be sent to absentee 
voters after Oct. 5, when early voting be-
gins. Absentee ballots will only be counted 
if they are received by the auditor’s office 
by Nov. 2; or they need to postmarked by 
Nov. 2, which is when they will begin to 
be processed. 

Absentee ballots

The deadline to register online and in per-
son is 5 p.m., Oct. 24. Mail-in registrations 
also need to be received by Oct. 24.

Voter registration can also be done on the 
day of the election. People needing to register 
on Election Day need to go to their correct 
polling place, which can be found on the Iowa 
Secretary of State website under the Find Your 
Precinct/Poling Place tab. 

Register with auditor

What is needed  
to register

Early voting

How to  
vote absentee

If a registered voter has not 
received a form in the mail,  
they can request one from  

their county auditor by  
5 p.m., Oct. 24. 

Absentee  
request deadline

Voter registration
deadline

Tuesday, Nov. 3 will be an Election Day unlike any other.
Take steps today to make sure your vote is counted, whether by mail-in ballot or at the polls.
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Emmet County Supervisor

Born and raised in Emmet County,
residing in Estherville with his wife
Laurel

Works across party lines for the greater
good of Emmet County and it's
residents
Active community involvement -
volunteers for and supports multiple
local organizations

A hardworking , honest man who cares about Emmet County.
I've served Emmet County for the past four years and would like

to continue working for you!

Always available to his constituentsPaid for by Roger Hash

I believe in: Health - Mental 
Health as a Priority; Support of 
Small Business and Agriculture; 
Protecting our Environment/ 
Natural Resources; Encourage 
Tourism; Support of Education 
and Youth; Loyalty to the aging 
community. 

I was born and raised in Emmet 
County. My husband Tom and I 
live on the family farm. I have 
been a nurse for 40 years, 32 
years as Estherville School 
Nurse. I served as part-time 
Adjunct Instructor at ILCC and 
was instrumental in getting 
the Freedom Rock to Emmet 
County. 

I have been involved in many 
organizations: Church, 4-H, 
Mothers of Young Children, 
and VFW. 

I enjoy spending time with 
family and friends, music, 
dance, camping, cycling, 
traveling, cooking, sewing, 
crafts, draft horse activities and 
most sports. 

I believe in: Health - Mental 
Health as a Priority; Support of 
Small Business and Agriculture; 
Protecting our Environment/ 
Natural Resources; Encourage 
Tourism; Support of Education 
and Youth; Loyalty to the aging 
community. 

I was born and raised in Emmet 
County. My husband Tom and I 
live on the family farm. I have 
been a nurse for 40 years, 32 
years as Estherville School 
Nurse. I served as part-time 
Adjunct Instructor at ILCC and 
was instrumental in getting 
the Freedom Rock to Emmet 
County. 

I have been involved in many 
organizations: Church, 4-H, 
Mothers of Young Children, 
and VFW. 

I enjoy spending time with 
family and friends, music, 
dance, camping, cycling, 
traveling, cooking, sewing, 
crafts, draft horse activities and 
most sports. 

Vote

Lisa
Hansen
Emmet County
Supervisor

PAID FOR BY LISA HANSEN

Taking Care of Here & Now
While Planning for the Future

VOTE Todd Glasnapp for
 Emmet County Supervisor. 

Thank You for 
Your Support!!

Paid for by Candidate
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the country right now. We need to continue 
funding early prevention and providing re-
sources for those that need them. The cur-
rent issue with County Social Services is that 
Kossuth is considering leaving the group of 
16 Counties that we both belong to. Iowa 
law states that the counties in these groups 
must be continuous therefore if Kossuth 
leaves, Emmet will no longer be continuous 
and eligible. Our number one solution is to 
convince Kossuth to stay a part of our group. 
The second option is to convince the State of 
Iowa to offer us an exception to the code or 
to change the code for us. Solution number 
three is to join a new group to the West but 
this could potentially cost more and we hope 
to not have to go to this option. All three of 
these solutions will still allow us to provide 
mental health resources for our county res-
idents but we are not in an ideal situation 
at this time. In the meantime, one step we 
have already taken is to contract with Avera 
Behavioral Health Center in Sioux Falls, SD 
to provide beds for mental health patients. 
Prior to this contract we were travelling 
throughout the State up to several hours to 
transport patients to mental health facilities 
costing the county significant time and trav-
el expenses. 

How do you feel LOSST (Local Option 
Sales & Service Tax) funds fit in to de-
veloping projects in the county?  LOSST 

funds have become quite crucial to our 
County and its communities in the last de-
cade. We have recently used this money 
to provide grants for special projects with-
in the county such as Avera Holy Family 
Hospital ER Addition, Armstrong VFW im-
provements, Armstrong Community Center 
digital sign, Emmet County Fair building 
maintenance, re-roofing the Ringsted and 
Dolliver City Halls, Estherville Municipal 
Pool Project, Wolden Park and Campground 
improvements, Ringsted Danish Museum 
and extra gravel for Emmet County’s grav-
el roads.  These funds should not be spent 
frivolously but are a great source for projects 
outside of our regular budget. 

I would like to continue building our Re-
volving Loan Fund Project. This project sat 
idle until 2020 and recently has helped two 
businesses, Armstrong Building Supply and 
the Country Greens Golf Course in Arm-
strong by providing small low interest loans 
to get their new owners started. I want to 
continue to work towards keeping our Coun-
ty taxes down for our residents. I have built 
a strong working relationship with Central 
Bi Products and I would like to continue 
working with them to resolve any final odor 
issues. Most importantly, I would like to 
continue working bi-partisanly with the rest 
of the Board of Supervisors to make Emmet 
County a great place to live!

HASH, Continued from below left

Emmet County SupervisorEmmet County Supervisor

Todd Glasnapp
County Supervisor 

Democrat
Family: Wife, Kay
Son, Carson, his wife, Andi, and grandson 

Gage
Why are you running for 

Emmet County supervisor? 
I always admired my dad 

for his service to the coun-
ty while he was serving as 
county supervisor. I saw first 
hand what good government 
can do locally. I feel good 
about being part of that.

Will you give us a brief 
SWOT (Strengths, Weak-
nesses, Opportunities and 
Threats) as you see them in 
Emmet County? What is your strategy, 
philosophy and/or ethic in facing these 
challenges or bolstering these strengths 
and opportunities?

Emmet County’s strength is its people. 
We are a hardy bunch who know how to 
get things done. We have top-notch law 
enforcement in our area with support from 
the Multi-Agency Response Team as well. 
We house several of their vehicles in our 
new county shed and we will be adding a 
new K-9 unit very soon. Access to excel-
lent health care and nursing homes on both 
sides of the county is a big plus. We have an 
excellent college system right here. It was a 
great asset to our son in his secondary edu-
cational experience. 

What are the county’s greatest capital/
infrastructure needs right now? What is 
one way these needs could be addressed?

Roads and bridges will always be a large 
part of our infrastructure needs. Currently 
I see affordable housing as an increasingly 
important need. While serving on the North-
west Iowa Housing Authority Board, I have 
seen how important affordable housing is. 
That need is being met in Estherville with 
the new housing project being planned for 
the old football field. When attracting new 
industry, one of the first things they look for 
is available housing. 

How would you like to see Emmet 
County grow and improve? 

I would like to see us attract more small 
business and manufacturing to our area. 
With the college right here we have access 
to the skills training for these businesses 
that will hopefully allow our younger citi-
zens to keep calling Emmet County home. 

How will you communicate and make 
yourself available to county residents 
who have questions and concerns? 

I use my cell phone for calls and texting. 
We have a land line with an answering ma-
chine and I use email. You can always reach 
supervisors through the courthouse. I would 
be willing to get on social media and give 
it a try. 

How will you contribute to responsible 
management of county resources?

I will always put the needs of Emmet 
County residents first. Taking care of your 
neighbor means just that. I will try to main-

tain current budgets and try to scale back 
whenever possible We need to keep an eye 
on the future while affordably meeting the 
needs of our county now. We want to hand 
over a healthy county to our future leaders.

What is your view on balancing the needs 
of industry and agriculture in the county 
with stewardship of the environment and 
natural resources? 

While serving on the Emmet County Con-
servation board and being a farmer myself, 
I know how agriculture is trying to protect 
the environment with practices such as 
CRP, buffer strips, waterways, no-till, and 
cover crops. I will hold industry to the same 
caring standards. They have a responsibili-
ty to adhere to all current agreements, rules 
and regulations that should also protect our 
county’s environment. 

How will you contribute to decisions 
about caring for people from the county 
with mental illness who require county 
resources to have access to care? What is 
your view on the situation with CSS and 
how can we stay or get on track to ensure 
residents receive care? 

Access to necessary services for residents 
struggling with mental health issues must 
start right here where they call home. While 
serving on the Compass Pointe board, I saw 
how clients responded when proper services 
were provided. I will use that experience to 
help make conscientious decisions for our 
citizens. County Social Services is a con-
sortium of 21 counties that provides sup-
port for those with mental health needs and 
disabilities. Their goal is to make funding 
and services more equitable by serving tax-
payers and the disabled in the most efficient 
and effective manner possible. The state is 
questioning our belonging to CSS now that 
we are no longer contiguous since Kossuth 
County has left. We do have an invitation to 
join the Riverland Area to our west so we 
do have an option. Maintaining the care of 
our residents is the most important thing we 
can do for them.

How do you feel LOSST (Local Option 
Sales & Service Tax) funds fit in to devel-
oping projects in the county? I feel using 
our LOSST funds can be useful in assist-
ing in projects already started by our resi-
dents. Projects we have helped with in the 
past include Wallingford Community Cen-
ter remodel, Ringsted ballfield, Armstrong 
Community Center sign, Goldstar Family 
Memorial, Vietnam Traveling Wall, Free-
dom Rock, fire department equipment, and 
playground equipment for campgrounds.

If elected, what would you like to work 
on in 2021? 

When elected, I would like to see the 
Board of Supervisors work even harder 
ton developing and supporting a strategy 
to make Emmet County as great a place as 
possible to start a business or build a home. 
A living wage, affordable housing, access to 
health care, educational opportunities, and 
recreation areas will make Emmet County 
an attractive place to retire or raise a family 
and call home. 

Roger Lee Hash
Democrat

Facebook Page: Roger Hash for Emmet 
County Supervisor

Why are you running for Emmet Coun-
ty supervisor? 

I am a lifelong resident of 
Emmet County.  I’ve been 
married to my wife Laurel for 
42 years. I have two daugh-
ters Lacey Schiesl who lives 
in Johnston with her husband 
Luke and three sons and Lex-
ie Ruter who lives in Esther-
ville with her husband Tony. 

My main job for the last 
four years has been proudly 
serving Emmet County as 
a Supervisor. I also work part time as the 
maintenance supervisor for the City of Es-
therville Parks Department and I run a small 
bike shop, Roger’s Bike’s and Stuff out of 
my home.

Will you give us a brief SWOT 
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 
and Threats) as you see them in Emmet 
County? What is your strategy, philoso-
phy and/or ethic in facing these challeng-
es or bolstering these strengths and op-
portunities?

 I have served as Emmet County Supervi-
sor for four years. I feel like it really takes 
a couple of years to truly understand all as-
pects of the job and get acclimated. I have 
worked hard on several projects including 
working with the rendering plant to resolve 
odor issues and budgeting to keep potential 
increases in the county’s portion of our tax-
es as minimal as possible. I plan to contin-
ue to work on these through my next term 
if elected. I’ve always been a very involved 
member of my community including being a 
regular volunteer and I saw being a Supervi-
sor as another way to serve Emmet County. 

What are the county’s greatest capital/
infrastructure needs right now? What is 
one way these needs could be addressed?

Strengths: High sense of community and 
strong quality of life. Weaknesses: losing 
our young people to major metropolitans. 
Opportunities: We are a strong agricultural 
county and we have business friendly gov-
ernment. Threats: We are a rural county with 
a low population. My philosophy in building 
the best county would be to continue putting 
people first. This means working hard to 
bring in new businesses with good wages, 
supporting our current businesses, increas-
ing our tax base and providing help and sup-
port for the health and mental health of our 
residents. 

How would you like to see Emmet Coun-
ty grow and improve? 

If this year has taught us anything one ma-
jor infrastructure needs, we have is increased 
fiber optics. Rural communities struggle to 
meet the internet needs of our residents like 
large cities can. We need to continue work-
ing with IEDA to bring fiber to rural com-
munities including Emmet. 

Emmet County is a great place but there 
are always things that can improve.  I would 
like to see Emmet County have an increase 
in high paying skilled jobs. Emmet County 
also needs to improve and grow its housing 
stock especially if there is an increase in 
jobs. We should also continue to add qual-
ity of life elements. With increased housing 
options and a great quality of life we could 
also take advantage of recent events which 
have increased the ability for people to work 
from home.

How will you communicate and make 
yourself available to county residents who 
have questions and concerns? 

I am always available to my constituents. 
Most people just stop me at the grocery store 
but my phone number is 712-209-0980 and 
is always published in the newspaper. My 
email is lhash58@yahoo.com and my Face-
book page, Roger Hash for Emmet County 
Supervisor is available to message me at 
any time. I’m always willing to hear your 
concerns anytime I am out and about in the 
county and this already happens frequently 
according to my wife! 

How will you contribute to responsible 
management of county resources?

We as a Board spend many hours each year 
working at ways to not increase the tax lev-
ies while still providing the tax payers with 
the services they deserve while also being 
able to provide the county employees with 
good pay and benefits. 

What is your view on balancing the 
needs of industry and agriculture in the 
county with stewardship of the environ-
ment and natural resources? 

As a primarily agricultural county it’s very 
important that we keep communication open 
and transparent between all entities. We 
need to do our best to support our farmers 
and industries while doing what keeps the 
county at its best. I believe it’s important to 
always keep these areas top of mind when 
making decisions while also following the 
guidelines provided by the State of Iowa. 

How will you contribute to decisions 
about caring for people from the county 
with mental illness who require county 
resources to have access to care? What is 
your view on the situation with CSS and 
how can we stay or get on track to ensure 
residents receive care? 

I believe mental health is a big issue across 

Sarah Morphew
Democrat

www.MorphewForSupervisor.com
www.facebook.com/morphewforsupervisor
I’m Sarah Morphew and I live on an acre-

age in Estherville with my 
husband Alan and our son. 
My mother-in-law, Susan 
Morphew is our neighbor. 
We’ve owned small business-
es in Estherville for over ten 
years. 

I believe humanity is at a 
defining place in our history 
and I’d love to serve my com-
munity as we step into the 
future. As a creative person, I 
see opportunity for growth and for working 
together to support our local community’s 
health, wellbeing, and economy.

Why are you running for Emmet Coun-
ty supervisor?

I grew up learning that we have a govern-

ment of, for, and by the people. 
We often focus on the presidential elec-

tion, but it’s in our own communities that 
we’re able to have the biggest impact.

I’m grateful to be a part of this community 
and I’d love the opportunity to represent you. 
I genuinely care about the people of Emmet 
County. I’d listen to your needs and make 
common sense decisions for the betterment 
of the community. I’m an entrepreneur and 
creative thinker. I’m good at listening to all 
points of view, understanding complex mat-
ters, seeing patterns, and finding solutions.

Will you give us a brief SWOT 
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 
and Threats) as you see them in Emmet 
County? What is your strategy, philoso-
phy and/or ethic in facing these challeng-
es or bolstering these strengths and op-
portunities?

Strengths – This is a strong community 
of people who love and support each other, 

Todd 
Glasnapp

Roger 
Hash

Sarah
Morphew

Lisa Hansen
County Supervisor

Republican 
I was born and raised in Emmet Coun-

ty. My husband of 39 years, Tom and I 
live on the family farm in Armstrong. We 
have two children who are 
married and three grandchil-
dren. I am a registered nurse 
working in the profession for 
40 years with 32 years as a 
school nurse. I have been a 
part-time adjunct instructor 
for Iowa Lakes Community 
College teaching health and 
Certified Nurses Aid classes. 
I have been involved in lead-
ership positions in church, 
4-H, Emmet County fair board, Mothers of 
Young Children, VFW and Emmet County 
Freedom Rock. I enjoy spending time with 
family and friends, camping, music, dance, 
cycling, traveling, cooking, sewing, draft 
horse activities and most sports. 

Why are you running for Emmet Coun-
ty supervisor?

I have been interested in politics for a long 
time, but never felt I had the time to be in-
volved. Since I am recently retired, I feel I 
have the time to actually get involved and 
do an acceptable job. I feel I have a lot to of-
fer with my background in health, especially 
with the recent COVID pandemic. As well 
as, my historic leadership roles having pre-
pared me for the position of Emmet County 
supervisor. 

Will you give us a brief SWOT 
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 
and Threats) as you see them in Emmet 
County? What is your strategy, philoso-
phy and/or ethic in facing these challeng-
es or bolstering these strengths and op-
portunities?

Emmet County residents for the most part 
are willing to help others nad are there to 
support those in need. Weaknesses: There 
are always complaints of lack of communi-
cation, but we have local newspapers, and a 
local radio station along with social media 
that can help with communication issues. 
Opportunities: There are many occasions 
in Emmet County for people to be involved 
with if one chooses to: e.g. Emmet Coun-
ty Fair, Relay for Life, individual commu-
nity service/activities. Threats: Obviously 
COVID and its impact on our economy and 
education system. We are also in great need 
to protect the vulnerable residents: the very 
young, the elderly and those with disabilities 
or mental health issues. Strategy: I believe in 
family, God and country. We need to work 
together by being open-minded, and be will-
ing to listen to all sides and gain knowledge 
when needed. Hopefully with diversity in 
the group, we can think outside the box, 
identify the issue, prioritize, and develop 
plans to come up with solutions. 

What are the county’s greatest capital/
infrastructure needs right now? What is 
one way these needs could be addressed?

Transportation, waste water, and waste 
removal and storage are some of the issues 
that we have in Emmet County. Communi-
cation and knowledge of the issue are ways 
tha the board can become informed and then 
address the issues. So again we will have to 
identify, prioritize, develop plans for the fu-
ture and have funding or resources for those 

future plans. However, I think the present 
board has been doing a great job at finding 
solutions for these issues.

How would you like to see Emmet Coun-
ty grow and improve? 

One of the areas I would like to see Em-
met County grow is to explore ways to im-
prove tourism by highlighting the resources 
already available; e.g. lakes, campgrounds, 
rivers, county conservation areas, museums, 
etc. Improvement would involve resolving 
the current issues impacting Emmet County. 

How will you communicate and make 
yourself available to county residents who 
have questions and concerns? 

I have social media (Facebook), email and 
both a cell phone and a house phone that res-
idents would be able to contact me. I would 
make myself available to meet with orga-
nizational groups if they were interested in 
having a discussion. 

How will you contribute to responsible 
management of county resources?

I think the key to responsible management 
is to become knowledgeable and informed 
on the issue and to communicate it through 
developing a plan, identifying resources tha 
tsupport htat plan and then communicate 
that plan to the county. 

What is your view on balancing the 
needs of industry and agriculture in the 
county with stewardship of the environ-
ment and natural resources? 

Industry and agriculture are both import-
ant to our county. We need to take a holistic 
approach. We have agencies we can refer to 
for information along with following rules 
and regulations that are already implement-
ed. 

How will you contribute to decisions 
about caring for people from the county 
with mental illness who require county 
resources to have access to care? What is 
your view on the situation with CSS and 
how can we stay or get on track to ensure 
residents receive care? 

With my medical background, I am very 
aware of the need for more mental health 
services. I would be willing to attend meet-
ings and/or contact our legislators regarding 
this issue. Our CSS is definitely lacking in 
resources. We may need to outsource and/
or work in combination with other commu-
nities to require the services we need in this 
county. 

How do you feel LOSST (Local Option 
Sales & Service Tax) funds fit in to devel-
oping projects in the county? 

The purpose of the LOSST funds are for 
supporting local area projects. I have wit-
nessed the use of LOSST funds in the local 
communities nad fell that they have provid-
ed for positive economic growth. By priori-
tizing, it will ensure the needs of the majori-
ty are met for the local communities. 

If elected, what would you like to work 
on in 2021? 

My expertise of over 40 years in educa-
tion, medicine and agriculture will facili-
tate my ability to be a positive member of 
the Emmet County Board of Supervisors 
in those areas. I consider myself a lifelong 
learner, so I would be willing to participate 
in other projects as needed. With my medi-
cal background, I am very concerned about 
our lack of mental health facilities available 
to our residents. 

Lisa 
Hansen

Continued on top of next colum HASH Continued on Page 3B, MORPHEW



THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2020 ESTHERVILLE NEWS/ESTHERVILLE, IA 3B

leadership both in our county and statewide. 
I am glad to bring recognition to our county 
and take pride in our contributions through 
the local, regional, and state boards I have 
been able to lead.

What are the county’s greatest capital/
infrastructure needs right now? What is 
one way these needs could be addressed? 
Maintaining and improving secondary 
roads, technology needs, economic develop-
ment, and emergency management services. 
Much of the funding for our county roads 
comes from state and federal dollars but in 
recent years we have used LOSST funds to 
bolster our gravel supplies and guard against 
further deterioration. We had a very difficult 
spring two years ago which required addi-
tional funds and again this year we com-
mitted funds to assure adequate resources 
through the LOSST money. The majority 
of Iowa counties experienced the same and 
in Emmet, this is the method I supported to 
meet those needs.  Technology is always 
changing and there are new demands in 
how our county reports and interacts with 
the state offices so we have little choice but 
to improve our capabilities to meet those 
demands. Again, we have met those needs 
through our LOSST funds to try to keep our 
tax levies as low as possible. Economic de-
velopment is so important to a county of our 
size to preserve and to create new opportu-
nities within our borders. I support using the 
current sales tax option to reinvest in oppor-
tunity in Emmet County, the money comes 
from economic activity and it seems appro-
priate to use part to stimulate our economy 
further. EMS is an area that is in process of 
change, if it is declared an essential service 
Emmet County will incur a huge budgetary 
increase to meet the mandate. I propose that 
we work with other neighboring counties to 
take a regional approach to the issue. Some-
times when the call for services comes in, it 
might be answered more quickly by a center 
in a nearby county. Service to our citizens 
could be improved by looking at establish-
ing ambulance and paramedic centers serv-
ing a 15-20 mile radius even when it crosses 
our borders. 

How would you like to see Emmet Coun-
ty grow and improve? Emmet County has 
some of the highest consistent winds speeds 
in the state and now with the main transfer 
lines being as close as Palo Alto County, I 
am hopeful that if developed with care, we 
might see a significant increase in our val-
uation which in turn could provide proper-
ty tax relief for our citizens. We have great 
schools, medical, and quality of life facilities 
in place, I believe we need to show pride in 
our resources and aggressively market them 
to prospective citizens and businesses.  

5. How will you communicate and make 
yourself available to county residents who 
have questions and concerns? My phone 
number is in the book and available at the 
courthouse upon request. I am always avail-
able to listen, find answers and address con-
cerns, I encourage citizens to call or stop me 
on the street as I remain a very visible mem-
ber of the community and county. 

How will you contribute to responsible 
management of county resources? As a 

supervisor I strive to be well informed to 
make the best decisions for the county. It is 
one of my most important duties and while 
it may take only minutes to move those de-
cisions forward in a meeting, my research on 
the issues might involve days and weeks to 
fully understand the issue and the collateral 
effects a decision might have. 

What is your view on balancing the 
needs of industry and agriculture in the 
county with stewardship of the environ-
ment and natural resources? Emmet 
County will always be an agricultural coun-
ty and I believe we all have great respect for 
what is produced with our rich soil. Careful 
consideration continues to be a part of any 
development concerning our environment 
and natural resources. Those considerations 
are ongoing and need to be addressed fre-
quently to assure that we as a county adapt 
to expected and unexpected changes. 

How will you contribute to decisions 
about caring for people from the county 
with mental illness who require county 
resources to have access to care? What 
is your view on the situation with CSS and 
how can we stay or get on track to ensure 
residents receive care? When the state re-
gionalized its approach to mental health 
services I served on our regional committee 
to develop our new region. As the process 
evolved I had informed conversations with 
the other board members to make our deci-
sion to join CSS. The legislation from this 
past session was neither well founded nor 
properly carried forward. I have had extend-
ed discussions with supervisors statewide 
and will carry my concerns and disagree-
ments to the highest possible adjudication. 
I believe we have been very well served by 
CSS and have seen a reduction of almost 
$500,000 per year in levy for this import-
ant service while maintaining and improving 
the services to our citizens. Ultimately it will 
come down to a question of local control in 
whether we as the county’s elected officials, 
have the authority to make decisions that 
best serve Emmet County.

How do you feel LOSST (Local Option 
Sales & Service Tax) funds fit in to de-
veloping projects in the county? Emmet 
County has for many years run a very lean 
budget to support the expense of county 
government. There are many worthy bet-
terment projects presented by entities with-
in the county that would go unfunded if it 
were not for the LOSST funds. It remains 
one of the only methods to support growth 
and improvement within our county without 
burdening our citizens with increased taxes.

If elected, what would you like to work 
on in 2021? There are many very smart and 
well informed citizens in our county, I want 
to continue to encourage their involvement 
to help resolve issues and find efficiencies 
in our daily efforts. Most recently I have 
worked to assemble committees to consider 
our ditch spraying efforts, what works and 
what needs improvement. Another commit-
tee would consider where we want to be in 
5 years as far as the balance between staff-
ing and technology in the courthouse. If we 
don’t do the research now, we will find very 
few choices at the point of decision.
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Tim Schumacher
Republican

Family members, occupation, and/or any 
opening personal statement (optional): I 
have lived in Emmet County 
for the past 30 years. I am 
fortunate to have three chil-
dren ages 8, 10, and 12 and 
want to share and improve the 
quality of life they experience 
living in Northwest Iowa. 
During my time in Esther-
ville I have been employed as 
a teacher, director of music, 
landlord, and county super-
visor.

Why are you running for Emmet Coun-
ty supervisor?

I have enjoyed the challenges over the past 
10 years as an Emmet County Supervisor, 
there have been tough decisions but also 
great opportunities to help shape the future 
of this county. My campaign signs display 
the motto “Vision for a Brighter Future” 
which represents my approach to county 
government. I believe it is important for us 
to be open to new and innovative approach-
es, find efficiencies in our daily efforts, and 
position our county to act on opportunities 

as they are created or presented. 
Will you give us a brief SWOT 

(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 
and Threats) as you see them in Emmet 
County? Our strengths include the strong 
work ethic and core values of our citizens, 
we are not afraid to take on great challeng-
es and work hard to see them through. Our 
challenge is that we are small in population 
and valuation so we do not have the luxu-
ry of endless funds to provide necessary 
services to our citizens while keeping taxes 
low. We are a county of rich heritage and re-
source, we need to continue to look carefully 
at ways to develop and market those assets. 
Threats are establishing and maintaining our 
identity while surrounded by other counties 
with far greater assets.  

What is your strategy, philosophy and/
or ethic in facing these challenges or 
bolstering these strengths and opportu-
nities? I feel we need to value and respect 
our past, build on and take pride in the 
hard work that was done by our ancestors 
that chose to settle our county. We can do 
that without throwing away our heritage, 
but rather, adapting our unique personality 
to meet 21st century challenges. As I have 
served I have found great opportunities for 

who are giving, and are there for one anoth-
er.

Weaknesses – Like all rural communities, 
I think our weakness is economical. How 
do we ensure/maintain thriving downtowns, 
strong businesses, a community college, a 
hospital?

Opportunities – I see lots of opportunities. 
I see new ways of doing business, oppor-
tunities for entrepreneurs, opportunities for 
people to work together.

Threats – Far beyond our county, the big-
gest threat I see is misinformation, and those 
who would divide us or have us turn against 
our neighbors.

My greatest personal values are integrity, 
kindness, and hope. I’m solution-oriented 
and I see opportunity through the chaos.

Our own minds play the greatest role in 
reaching our goals. Are we acting in service 
and love and hope for a better world? Or 
are we acting in anger and fear? That alone 
can influence not only whether we meet our 
goals, but also what we choose to prioritize, 
what support we attract, and whether the end 
result actually helps us move forward.

What are the county’s greatest capital/
infrastructure needs right now? What is 
one way these needs could be addressed?

I think our county’s done a wonderful job 
creating the look and feel of a thriving rural 
area by renovating old buildings and provid-
ing walking paths, bike trails, parks, and a 
wellness center.

I think our county and nation’s greatest in-
frastructure needs are the people themselves. 
People who are supported, strong, healthy, 
positive, and enthusiastic can do great things 
for their communities and the world. 

I think mental and physical health are ex-
tremely important. Especially with the pan-
demic, people need to be able to visit the 
doctor and to have their emotional and men-
tal needs met.

People are suffering. Many have lost their 
jobs, many are struggling. People need to be 
doing well in order to show up as their best 
selves.

One way this could be addressed is to re-
evaluate politics. As long as lobbyists are 
able to pay politicians to vote in their favor, 
we will have a system that benefits those 
with extreme power and wealth, while we 
the people pay the price. We need elected 
officials who have an interest in the overall 
wellbeing of our country and her people, 
rather than their own power and money.

How would you like to see Emmet Coun-
ty grow and improve? 

I’d like to see more and more opportuni-
ties for the people of Emmet County, and I’d 
like to see us keep and improve our quality 
of life, even during a pandemic and national 
economic strain.

I’d love the focus to be on keeping the 
community college and hospital strong, and 
keeping up vibrant and successful down-
towns. I’d love to support opportunities for 
small business owners to be successful and 
able to serve and give back to our commu-
nities. I’d like good jobs for people who live 
here, and for those who’ve gone off to col-
lege, so they can return to a successful future 
here, rather than needing to stay in larger cit-
ies for work.

How will you communicate and make 
yourself available to county residents who 
have questions and concerns? 

You can email me at morphewforsuper-
visor@gmail.com and I’ll be happy to get 
back to you. I’ll open specific hours, and 
take phone calls by appointment. I’m happy 
to listen to you!

How will you contribute to responsible 
management of county resources?

As a small business owner, I know the val-
ue of spending resources wisely. Sometimes 
there is great value in investing in things 
that will help create growth or a better ex-
perience for my clients. On the other hand, 
spending can create hardships for the busi-
ness, and can even cause it to go under. I 
think we can create great opportunities for 
the success of Emmet County, while still be-
ing fiscally responsible.

What is your view on balancing the 
needs of industry and agriculture in the 
county with stewardship of the environ-
ment and natural resources? 

I think we need to keep an open mind. Just 
because we’ve done something one way for 
a while doesn’t mean it’s the best, or only, 
option. I think we can learn a lot from look-
ing at our past, to the time of our grandpar-
ents and great-grandparents. We can learn 

from the past, while also looking to see what 
others around the world are doing.

I think there is great beauty in going back 
to our roots, while also looking to our future 
and taking into account that we’re not only 
working for ourselves and our children, but 
also setting up future generations.

The environment’s very important to me. 
I want people to enjoy Fort Defiance State 
Park for generations to come. I want people 
to enjoy fishing and kayaking at our lakes 
and rivers. I want people to be able to hunt 
and grow food.

I also know how important farming is. We 
need farm products to support our lives and 
our economy. 

I know there’s a way to honor both.
How will you contribute to decisions 

about caring for people from the county 
with mental illness who require county 
resources to have access to care? What is 
your view on the situation with CSS and 
how can we stay or get on track to ensure 
residents receive care? 

Stress, anxiety, fear of the unknown… 
These are things most of us have experi-
enced. Death, abuse, not having the emo-
tional or physical support we need, especial-
ly in childhood, can have lasting effects that 
change the way someone reacts and relates 
to the world.

Unfortunately, it’s not been accepted to 
share our feelings and hardships and, over-
all, we haven’t been given tools to cope in 
healthy ways. 

I think the schools are doing a great job in 
supporting Social Emotional Learning. 

I’d love to see more people able to speak 
with professionals and get help when they 
need it.

Symptoms of stress and other trauma af-
fect how individuals work, how they relate 
to others, and how they contribute to society. 
Often, physical health is affected. As is true 
for any disease, early treatment can help a 
person live a more successful life, and can 
save huge amounts of money over time.

I think the first step is to normalize men-
tal heath. We all need support in our lives, 
whether that’s family, friends, a mentor, or 
professionals who can give us the tools we 
need to live successful, happy lives, which 
then allows us to provide for our families 
and give back to our community.

How do you feel LOSST (Local Option 
Sales & Service Tax) funds fit in to devel-
oping projects in the county? 

I think that LOSST funds have supported 
many of the beautification projects that have 
helped make our community look amazing, 
and have provided opportunities to be active 
in nature.

I’d love to see funding go towards creating 
opportunities for people to grow and have an 
all-around better quality of life – focusing 
on opportunities for people rather than on 
only infrastructure.

I’d support projects that provide good jobs 
for people of Emmet County.

If elected, what would you like to work 
on in 2021? 

Unity, Health, Opportunity
I love to see people coming together, 

building each other up, and working to cre-
ate a better future.

People can’t live happy lives if they’re sick 
or overly stressed. Now more than ever, we 
need to be empathetic towards others, espe-
cially towards those who are older or more 
vulnerable.

We want to see our downtowns thriving. 
We want to see small businesses doing well 
and giving back. 

The people of Emmet County have been 
working hard across social and political 
barriers, to create a beautiful area of caring 
people who support each other and create 
opportunities such as nature trails, baseball 
fields, and community dinners.

I don’t want to see a pandemic, an eco-
nomic crash, or politics destroy our com-
munity and what we’ve worked toward for 
years. I want to live in a world where we 
support each other, build others up, volun-
teer to make things happen, get paid well for 
our work, enjoy beautiful places of nature, 
and create an environment where our kids 
can thrive for future generations.

I genuinely care about the people of Em-
met County. I will listen to your needs and I 
will do my best to make decisions that bene-
fit YOU. I have no agenda but to serve God 
and the people of Emmet County. Thank 
you.

Tim 
Schumacher

District 4 State Senator
Dennis Guth, State Senator 

Eight years ago, I decided to run for the 
Senate to uphold and defend Biblical princi-
ples in government. Our country was found-
ed on those principles and, as a result, has 
prospered more than any country in history. 
Some of these principles are: 
all men being created equal; 
if you do not work, you do 
not eat; treat your neighbor 
as you want to be treated; be 
responsible for your actions; 
parents are responsible for 
their children’s education; all 
of us are ultimately account-
able to God. 

Now that I have eight years 
of experience in the Senate, 
I want to put that experience 
to work promoting religious liberty, keeping 
government small, and critically thinking 
and researching facts rather than accepting 
established messaging. I want to inspire peo-
ple to get to know their constitutional rights 
and actively protect them.

The people of District 4 have a great work 
ethic and are optimistic. This area has fer-
tile soils and well developed infrastructure 
which includes roads, renewable fuel pro-
duction, and great internet. I will support 
policies that promote industry, agriculture 
and free enterprise. We have a difficult time 
retaining the younger people because, as 
farms grow larger, many young people find 
the risk and time involved in farming very 
challenging. For those who want to farm, fi-
nances can become a roadblock. Recreation-
al opportunities can be limited as well. I will 
focus on legislation that encourages the re-
tiring farmer to connect with those younger 
people who are looking for opportunities to 
enter agriculture. I will emphasize that we 
have opportunities in manufacturing and 
service industries. There is a great demand 
for technicians, welders, plumbers and elec-
tricians, as well as healthcare providers and 
I will work to reduce the needless burdens 
hindering job creation.  I will work to pre-
serve the current Tax Increment Financing 
(TIF) which helps attract new businesses.

I am a lifelong resident of this district. I 
have farmed near Klemme for 43 years and 
understand the ups and downs of agricul-
ture. I am interested in farming improve-
ments such as improved drainage and water 
quality. I am not intimidated by technology 
and its application to any practical use. I am 
a problem solver and can think outside the 
box. I have learned that listening is the most 
important part in helping meet people’s 
needs. 

Iowa’s economy has been challenged by 
covid-19. There has been a lot of re-arrang-
ing of consumption patterns.  Eating at home 
more and eating out much less disrupted the 
flow of commodities from farm to consum-
er. Those adjustments in the supply chain 
are being made and the overall economy 
should recover well. The National Council 
of State Legislatures (NCSL) has rated Io-
wa’s economy the most covid-19 resistant in 
the country. There are businesses that have 
been badly hurt and some will not recover. 
However, other businesses have thrived. 
People still need to eat and our agricultur-
ally based economy will improve. With the 
shift to work from home, it will be easier for 
people in rural communities to compete via 
internet for jobs traditionally held by urban 
residents. One point in our favor is that Iowa 
has more fiber optics in the ground than any 
state in the nation. Government’s job is to 
protect our God given rights, not to redis-
tribute wealth. It is my job to make sure gov-
ernment does not get in the road of our in-
dividual rights and free enterprise. I believe 
personal incentive and hard work should be 
rewarded, not unduly taxed.

I see telehealth improving Iowan’s access 
to quality healthcare. Covid-19 accelerated 
the broader acceptance of telehealth. The 
Iowa legislature has made insurance reim-
bursement for telehealth competitive with 
in-person care. That should be especially 
helpful for those in rural areas.  I will con-
tinue to support telehealth where ever it is 
practical. 

The covid-19 pandemic has motivated me 
to urge Iowan’s to do their own fact check-
ing of government agencies. The CDC has 
changed recommendations many times and 
can seem more driven by what benefits big 
pharmaceutical companies than the health 
of the average citizen. When we forgo fact 
checking, we give power over our lives 
to others.  There are positive steps we can 
take to bolster our immune system. I want 
to preserve our First Amendment rights and 
encourage people to be responsible for their 
own health. 

I see three things Iowa can do to improve 
mental health. First, would be to incentiv-
ize graduates in the mental health field to 
practice in Iowa; second, providing more 
facilities to treat violent mental health cases; 
and third, making counseling available and 
affordable. I will support legislation that ef-
ficiently provides for these areas.

I have lived on the same farm for 65 years 
and am still actively farming. I have served 
as chair of the Hancock county Farm Bureau 

Continued on Page 4B, GUTH
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Guth
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District 7 State Representative

U.S. House of Representatives - 4th Dist.

Debra Jensen - D
Website/social media if any: 

deb@jensenforiowa.com
 Why are you running for state repre-

sentative? 
I am running to bring common sense solu-

tions to problems that require 
bipartisan cooperation to im-
prove healthcare, education 
and the economy. I am will-
ing to work with anyone that 
has good ideas and the desire 
to bring prosperity to every-
one.  

Will you give us a brief 
SWOT (Strengths, Weak-
nesses, Opportunities and 
Threats) as you see them 
in District 7? What is your 
strategy, philosophy and/or ethic in fac-
ing these challenges or bolstering these 
strengths or opportunities? 

Our strengths are loyalty to our com-
munities and work ethic, commitment to 
family and commitment to education. Our 
weaknesses are the loss of jobs that provide 
wages that keep up with inflation, lack of 
affordable health insurance and the loss of 
maternity care, mental health and addiction 
treatment, and a tax structure that has placed 
increased property tax burdens on farmers 
and rural communities. I see great opportu-
nity for public/private investment to bring 
good-paying jobs in technology. I see ag-
riculture leading the way in innovation that 
creates jobs if we can diversify crops and 
food production to grow and market more of 
our own food locally. We can be leaders in 
improving soil health, increasing farm prof-
itability, and addressing climate change. 

What do you bring to the table repre-
senting our rural area? 

I have always lived in rural communities. 
I understand that for our communities to 
thrive, our people need to be healthy. Ad-
equate, affordable healthcare that preserves 
quality of life is essential because without 

our health, nothing else matters. I bring an 
understanding that improving and preserv-
ing rural schools means getting the money 
to the classroom to keep class sizes man-
ageable and provide adequate supports for 
individual education plans an language in-
struction for English as a second language. I 
understand that what is good for one district 
is not necessarily good for another. I would 
approach education with a more pragmatic 
perspective.

Where do you see the state and district’s 
economy at this time? How will your 
background, experience and skill help to 
improve the economy here? 

At this time, I see our district:s economy 
functioning because of seasonal agricul-
ture-related employment and the determina-
tion and innovations of small business own-
ers. I owned a small business for 11 years. I 
know how hard it is to hire, train and retain 
employees, pay the taxes and meet payroll. 
The jobs that could be created in every town 
in our district are service-related jobs. We 
need plumbers, electricians, HVAC service 
and installation, construction and home 
improvement/remodeling professionals. If 
community colleges could expand appren-
ticeship programs and internships to learn 
on the job, we could fill a service need, and 
educational need, and expand our economy 
at the same time. 

Health care has been a hot-button issue 
as privatizing Iowa Medicaid has caused 
a struggle with the majority of health care 
providers expressing their disapproval 
with it. How will you improve Iowans’ ac-
cess to care? 

There is much to be done. First, the con-
tracts with the managed care providers need 
to require that state auditors have access to 
the information they need to conduct over-
sight. Iowans deserve to know that their tax 
money is being spent appropriately to pro-
vide care that is adequate for children, se-

Henry Stone - R
Website/social media if any: 

facebook.com/hstoneiahouse
1. Why are you running for state repre-

sentative?
I was approached and asked by Tedd 

Gassman to run for office due 
to him retiring after his cur-
rent session.  I feel that the 
Iowa Legislature has made 
tremendous strides these last 
four years and I want to con-
tinue to help lead Iowa in the 
positive direction that it has 
already been going.

2. Will you give us a brief 
SWOT (Strengths, Weak-
nesses, Opportunities and 
Threats) as you see them in 
District 7? What is your strategy, philoso-
phy and/or ethic in facing these challenges 
or bolstering these strengths or opportuni-
ties? 

The greatest strength for our district is 
the resiliency of the people in District 7.  I 
believe that the weakness/threat of our dis-
trict is the fact that our district is shrinking 
in population.  Our best opportunity lies in 
being able to give back to our communities 
through small business support and the ex-
pansion of small business opportunities. 

3. What do you bring to the table repre-
senting our rural area? 

I bring a sense of caring and compassion to 
the table.  I’ve always been taught to listen 
to people and their concerns.  Being able to 
fully understand what people’s challenges 
are will allow me to work towards a solution 
that works for them.

4. Where do you see the state and dis-
trict’s economy at this time? How will 
your background, experience and skill 
help to improve the economy here? 

Iowa’s overall economy has been chal-
lenged during this pandemic but according 
to the National Council of State Legisla-
tures, Iowa’s economy is rated #1 amongst 
the 50 states as the most fiscally resilient.  
Unfortunately, during these times, I’ve seen 
businesses not be able to recover and others 
are just starting to get back on their feet.  Our 
state government shouldn’t get in the way of 
this recovery but rather allow businesses to 
work through their solutions and begin to 
again flourish as they were prior to the pan-
demic.

5. Heath care has been a hot-button issue 
as privatizing Iowa Medicaid has caused 
a struggle with the majority of health care 
providers expressing their disapproval 
with it. How will you improve Iowans’ ac-
cess to care? 

According to the recent survey by the State 
Auditor, Iowa health care providers are al-
most in a 50/50 split as to those who feel 
patient access to care has been harmed or 
impeded and those that don’t.  Strengthen-

ing accountability measures and holding 
MCO’s accountable for ensuring providers 
are supported in a timely fashion will al-
low for continued quality care by providers.  
Telehealth measures and the expansion of 
telehealth during the pandemic can lead to a 
more robust access to health care.

6. How has the COVID-19 pandemic 
shaped your plans and goals, should you 
be elected as state representative? 

Covid-19 has made me realize that it’s 
easy to blindly follow statements or assump-
tions due to the fact that we’re dealing with 
something never before seen in this country 
and people prey upon the fears of the gen-
eral public.  Research needs to be done and 
sound decisions need to be made based on 
facts and not on conjecture.

7. In addition to health in general, men-
tal health is an area of improvement for 
the state as Iowa has ranked dead last or 
in the bottom three in the last few years 
in terms of access to mental health care. 
How would you contribute to improving 
this situation? 

I believe that counseling services should 
be more readily available and should be af-
fordable.  As an Air Force retiree, I know 
full well of suicide statistics and how de-
pression and mental health access is lacking.  
Great strides have been made to help com-
bat military suicides and I believe the same 
thing should happen for all people who need 
access to mental health care.

8. What is your experience and back-
ground in agriculture and how would you 
work with ag leaders to improve markets 
and opportunities for farmers in this dis-
trict? 

I have limited experience in agriculture but 
what I’ve learned through my years of ser-
vice, there’s nothing better than to ask the 
experts, lean on their expertise and learn as 
much as you can about whatever it is that 
you have a deficiency in.  If you run across 
a question in your research, reach out and 
touch base with the experts to glean infor-
mation from them.

9. What legislation might you introduce 
or cosponsor that would make the state 
and district better. What are your central 
issues? 

With a military background, the 2nd 
amendment is near and dear to my heart.  
Protecting our gun rights is paramount.  Pro-
tecting life at all stages, from the unborn to 
the elderly, is something that I will champi-
on.  Our children’s education is paramount 
to me as well.  Every child should be able 
to get the best education possible and par-
ents should never have to feel the financial 
burden of a quality education for their child. 

10. How do you see the state of public 
education in Iowa and what would you do 
to make it better? 

(Did not provide answer)

and as treasurer of the Hancock County Pork 
Producers. I have a good understanding of 
Ag drainage and am pursuing improvement 
in Ag drainage laws. One way to improve 
markets is to eliminate waivers for including 
ethanol in gas or eliminating government 
subsidies to oil companies. Every time we 
tinker with free economy, we have unin-
tended consequences. 

Legislation I plan on introducing deals with 
maintaining our First Amendment rights. 
Those include free exercise of religion and 
sovereignty over our own bodies (no man-
dates for vaccines, for example). I believe 
in protecting life from conception to natural 
death and will support any legislation that 
advances that cause. As I mentioned above, 

I am working on Ag drainage laws and am 
looking into legislation that protects animal 
owners from animal rights zealots.

Public education varies so much from ur-
ban areas to rural area. I support helping 
rural schools by funding transportation sep-
arate from the general budget. The best way 
to make anything better is competition. I 
support open enrollment and allowing bus-
ses to go wherever the receiving district is 
willing to go. I also support having some 
state funds follow the student wherever they 
go, whether that is public, private or home 
school. Those funds could only be used for 
educational materials. I especially support 
parents having the authority to direct their 
child’s education.
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niors and persons with disabilities. Second, 
a standardized documentation and billing 
system needs to be implemented in the con-
tracts with the managed care providers to 
save money so that more of our tax dollars 
go to provide care for our people, and so 
that we can evaluate the performance of the 
MCOs. Third, there needs to be an indepen-
dent agency or commission created to deter-
mine whether a person meets the criteria for 
care and to be an independent judge when 
payment for care is denied after the care has 
been given. These rules have been arbitrary 
and different from MCO to MCO. 

How has the COVID-19 pandemic 
shaped your plans and goals, should you 
be elected as state representative? 

The pandemic has changed my perspec-
tive on how important having high-speed 
intenrnet access is to all areas in Iowa and 
up-to-date technology into our schools. We 
must have the internet capabilities for stu-
dents, businesses and farmers to compete. 
School boards, administrations, teachers, 
and support staff have been working very 
hard under the most difficult circumstances 
they have ever been faced with to educate 
our students. Education funding should be 
the first priority in the state budget. My goal 
would be to have education funding set 14 
months in advance so that school districts 
can set their budgets then turn their full at-
tention to educating the children. The pan-
demic is likely to last well into next year, 
and our schools need resources to provide 
for safe learning int school and online learn-
ing. Adequately staffed and funded depart-
ments of public health imperative to provid-
ing adequate testing and contact tracing to 
get the COVID-19 virus under control. 

In addition to health in general, men-
tal health is an area of improvement for 
the state as Iowa has ranked dead last or 
in the bottom three in the last few years 
in terms of access to mental health care. 
How would you contribute to improving 
this situation? 

Clinics and hospitals could provide men-
tal health care and increase their revenues if 
psychiatrists and psychologists were avail-
able and willing to come to rural communi-
ties and if Medicaid reimbursement would 
cover the codst of care. We could recruit the 
medical professionals by providing tuition 
and student debt assistance to come to ru-
ral communities to practice for a prescribed 
number of years. The other reality is that ru-
ral communities need to support and accept 
medical professionals that have come here 
from different countries and cultures. They 
won’t come here if they can’t make a liv-
ing or are not respected and accepted as full 
members of our communities.

What is your experience and back-
ground in agriculture and how would you 
work with ag leaders to improve markets 
and opportunities for farmers in this dis-
trict? 

I have the highest degree of respect and 
admiration for farmers, especially my broth-

er-in-law. He is one of the most intelligent, 
hard-working, and ethical people I know. He 
raises corn. Soybeans, and cattle. He has two 
semi-trucks and trailers he hauls grain in. He 
made the investments to be able to haul his 
own grain and to expand his operations to 
include custom harvesting and hauling grain 
to storage facilities and ethanol plants. The 
ethanol waivers for oil industries has hurt 
his bottom line as that income is lost when 
the ethanol plants are idle. I understand the 
cycle of debt to expand operations, acquire 
more land and purchase larger machinery 
to increase production to offset low com-
modity prices.  I understand that the govern-
ment subsidies are only enough to keep the 
bankers happy. I understand the pressure on 
farmers to get big or get out and it:s wrong to 
keep having farm bills that keep farmers in 
this position. Farm bankruptcies and farmer 
suicides are rising and the time to act is yes-
terday. I will work with agriculture leaders 
and listen to farmers, but the solutions will 
come when you elect state and federal poli-
cy makers that put the farmer’s bottom line 
ahead of the agribusiness corporations that 
finance elections. Elect me and I will do just 
that.

What legislation might you introduce or 
cosponsor that would make the state and 
district better. What are your central is-
sues? 

I would introduce/cosponsor legislation 
to reign in the Medicaid managed care pro-
viders to ensure tax dollars are spent wisely 
and re-introduce legislation already written 
in 2019 that did not get approved to require 
standardized documentation of Medicaid 
billing, ensure that payment for services 
rendered are paid, and increase the oversight 
powers of the auditor’s office. My central 
issues are improving our health, making 
health care and insurance affordable, mak-
ing health care and education budget prior-
ities, and balanced legislative policies that 
will support farm profitability and environ-
mental health. 

How do you see the state of public edu-
cation in Iowa and what would you do to 
make it better?

There is always room for improvement 
and innovation in education, but right now 
everyone is doing their best to provide a 
safe learning environment. I don’t think this 
is the right time to establish new programs 
that would increase teacher responsibilities. 
I would support making policies for dealing 
with COVID-19 less rigid to allow for more 
local control, but also in keeping with pub-
lic health guidelines and virus precautions. 
Transparency with the virus infection rate is 
imperative. My overall opinion is that chil-
dren learn best when they are in school and 
we must do everything possible and pro-
vide the resources to make that happen. As 
I stated above, I support setting the educa-
tion budget 14 months ahead of each school 
year to reduce pressure on school boards and 
administrations in their budget-making pro-
cess. 
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Randy Feenstra
Republican

Website: FeenstraForCongress.com
Randy Feenstra on Facebook
@RandyFeenstra on Twitter

Family members, occupation, and/or 
any opening personal statement (option-
al):

I’m a lifelong Iowan that 
resides in Hull, IA with my 
wife, Lynette, and my four 
kids. I started working at the 
age of nine delivering news-
papers, graduated from Dordt 
University, and worked as 
Head of Sales at the Foreign 
Candy Company; I now teach 
business classes at my alma 
mater. Along the wayI have 
served my community as a 
volunteer EMT, Hull City Administrator, 
Sioux County Treasurer, and Sunday school 
teacher. I’m currently a leading conservative 
voice in the State Senate with a record of re-
sults defending Iowa’s farmers, main streets, 
and taxpayers.”

Why are you running for Congress?
I’m running because we need an effective, 

common-sense conservative leader who can 
deliver results for the 4th Congressional Dis-
trict.As a country and as a District, we face 
an array of challenges that require serious, 
seasoned leadership to tackle. I believe that 
my background and experience in the public 
and private sector, my time in business as 
well as in the Senate, has prepared me well 
to represent and deliver for Iowa’s 4thas we 
navigate these challenging times.

Will you give us a brief SWOT 
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 
and Threats) as you see them in District 
4? What is your strategy, philosophy and/
or ethic in facing these challenges or bol-
stering these strengths or opportunities? 

Fortunately, our District’s strengths are 
bedrock. They’re families and communi-
ties. Our District is fortunate to have strong 
families, communities,and institutions that 
other states and regions would love to have. 
We saw this first-hand after the derecho, 
neighbors helping neighbors, communities 
coming together. Our greatest weakness is 
probably how vulnerable we are to Mother 
Nature –with agriculture being the backbone 
of the region, the direct and downstream ef-
fects of a drought and flooding, for example, 
can be tough. Opportunities are abundant, 
but the biggest one I see going forward is 
further rural economic development, par-
ticularly rural broadband. We’re seeing 
breakthroughs in ag science I’m excited 
about, precision agriculture being one, and 
that actually goes hand in hand with devel-

oping rural broadband infrastructure. As 
far as threats, I’m keeping my eye on the 
EPA. I take issue with the current head of 
the organization, and I’m disturbed by their 
use of small refinery waivers and the way 
they’ve undermined our biofuel producers. 
That needs to be stopped. And as for phi-
losophy: it comes down to using common 
sense. When we see opportunities like we do 
with rural broadband, we’re going to pursue 
them. When we see threats like the EPA, 
we’re going to take them seriously. 

What do you bring to the table repre-
senting our rural area? 

Experience. Policy understanding. Effec-
tiveness. I’ve been working for Iowans for 
over a decade now, and in that time, I’ve 
learned a lot. I know how to write policy 
and pass legislation that gets things done for 
people. I have a record of delivering results 
and I want to put that record to work for Io-
wans at the next level. 

Where do you see the district’s economy 
at this time? How will your background, 
experience and skill help to improve the 
economy here? 

I see a fundamentally healthy economy,but 
the fallout of the shutdown has been terrible 
and has put a lot of folks in a bind, partic-
ularly in agriculture and small businesses. 
Bu tas we work towards a vaccine and a re-
turn to normalcy, I’m confident we’ll see a 
quick comeback. Leadership is going to play 
a role in that comeback, ensuring we help 
the hardest hit, and that’s where my experi-
ence –both in finance and in delivering re-
sults-can help. 

Health care has been a hot-button issue. 
How will you improve Iowans’ access to 
care? 

We can make a big push to improve care 
by taking advantage of one of the opportu-
nities we discussed earlier, and that’s rural 
broadband. Giving folks, especially those 
that have a tougher time traveling, the op-
portunity to do virtual doctor visits would be 
a huge benefit for many. Additionally, it’s 
critical that we keep the government from 
taking over the healthcare industry. The in-
efficiency alone is reason enough, but on top 
of that, a government takeover of healthcare 
threatens the existence of rural hospitals, 
and that cannot happen.

How has the COVID-19 pandemic 
shaped your plans and goals, should you 
be elected to Congress? 

It’s strengthened my conviction that we 
need to fix our country’s finances. We have 
got to get our finances straight –balance the 
budget, focus on economic growth, and start 
paying the debt down. We need to be pre-
pared for the next emergency, and we can’t 
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J.D. Scholten 
Democrat 

Website: Scholten4Iowa.com 
Family members, occupation, and/or 

any opening personal statement (option-
al):

We believe that how you 
run a campaign shows how 
you’ll hold public office. 
That’s why our campaign is 
all about being accessible and 
accountable to the people. 
We’re currently traveling to 
all 374 towns in Iowa’s 4th 
district on the Every Town 
Tour and listening to folks 
across the political spec-
trum. Whether we’re touring 
a grain elevator, having a conversation on 
a farm, touring a small business, or holding 
a parking lot rally, we’re listening to every-
one so we can get to work for the people on 
Day 1 in Congress. That’s also why we’ve 
said yes to every debate this cycle and why 
we have an open door policy for questions 
at our events. I strongly believe that this job 
is about service so we don’t take corporate 
PAC money and we turned down help from 
the DCCC because Iowans come first, be-
fore my political party, corporations, or spe-
cial interests.

Why are you running for Congress?
Like many Iowans, I moved away for a 

few years to chase dreams elsewhere. When 
I was visiting my Grandma Fern during 
Thanksgiving of 2016, she told me to come 
home and take care of the farm. When I 
moved home, I saw the devastating state of 
the farm economy with multinational corpo-
rations raking in record profits while squeez-
ing out our farmers. I saw the utter lack of 
opportunities; the best job I could find in the 
Sioux City Journal was $15 an hour with no 
benefits. Across the board, corporations are 
sucking the wealth, power, and opportuni-
ties out of our communities, pushing farmers 
off the farm and forcing kids to move away 
just to get a decent job and provide for their 
families. I’m running for Congress to fight 
for the people who get dirt under their fin-
gernails like our farmers, teachers, nurses, 
and truck drivers. I believe that Iowa’s 4th 
district can be the epicenter for 21st century 
resilient agriculture, which can be the start 
to creating good-paying jobs and thriving 
communities. 

Will you give us a brief SWOT 
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 
and Threats) as you see them in District 
4? What is your strategy, philosophy and/
or ethic in facing these challenges or bol-
stering these strengths or opportunities?

Strengths: Ingenuity, Resourcefulness, 
Power of Community

Weaknesses: Brain drain, struggling econ-
omies, little federal investment 

Opportunities: Becoming the epicenter of 
21st century resilient agriculture

Threats: Multinational corporations acting 
as monopolies and sucking the wealth out of 
our communities 

I don’t take a dime of corporate PAC mon-
ey. That means I’m not beholden to corpora-
tions, only to the people of this district. I will 
stand up to the concentrated corporate pow-
er that’s preventing folks in Iowa’s 4th dis-
trict from reaching their fullest potential. We 
need to break up the agriculture monopolies 
and empower our farmers to stay on their 
land and make a dime. Once farmers have 
extra money in their pocket, they can go into 
town and spend it - and it’s not sucked out of 
the community like corporate profits. This is 
the trickle up effect. We also need to bring 
technology into this district, starting with 
affordable, high-quality internet to help our 
farmers with precision agriculture, as well 
as telemedicine, education, and aiding our 
small businesses. 

What do you bring to the table repre-
senting our rural area?

Last fall, we held town halls in towns of 
under 1,000 people called the Don’t For-
get About Us Tour. In Emmet County, we 
held a town hall with a few dozen people 
in Armstrong (population 800). We heard 
about local teachers leaving to teach in Min-
nesota for a higher salary, the large geo-
graphical area that North Union covers, the 
lack of sufficient child care after A Child’s 
World closed in Estherville, and the need 
for more affordable housing. How you cam-
paign shows how you’ll hold public office 
- I promise to always show up and continue 
holding town halls in rural areas once elect-

ed to know what’s happening on the ground 
so that I can fight for you. Once elected, I 
will also have a grant writer on staff to work 
with rural communities, mayors, and city 
councils to maximize the federal dollars 
available so we can revitalize our rural areas 
and create sufficient opportunities for our 
kids to stay here in Iowa.

Where do you see the district’s economy 
at this time? How will your background, 
experience and skill help to improve the 
economy here? 

No matter where you look in this district, 
from agriculture to health care to the inter-
net, corporations are sucking the wealth, 
power, and opportunities out of Iowa’s 4th 
district. These corporations benefit from 
major tax breaks, loopholes, and lobbying 
that small businesses don’t receive. Our 
campaign doesn’t take a dime of corporate 
PAC money - not from Ag monopolies like 
Smithfield or big pharmaceutical companies 
or giant internet service providers or man-
aged care organizations, none of them. That 
means I can freely stand up corporations that 
are dictating our economy and our democ-
racy and ensure a fair tax code with regu-
lar people, address income inequality, and 
strengthen our unions. 

Health care has been a hot-button issue. 
How will you improve Iowans’ access to 
care? 

In Iowa’s 4th district, health care accessi-
bility is shrinking, while costs are skyrock-
eting. Our current health care system allows 
pharmaceutical and insurance companies 
and managed care organizations to put prof-
its over people. We’ve seen the disaster of 
giving corporations control of the Medicaid 
system. Iowa taxpayers have bailed out the 
corporations that manage the system multi-
ple times. Nursing homes and rural hospitals 
routinely face delayed or denied reimburse-
ments and have been forced to cut staff and 
services. We should immediately return to a 
public system. My goal is universal health 
care, but it will take steps to get there. We 
can immediately provide a robust public op-
tion and offer a Medicare buy-in for those 
55 and older, while protecting folks with 
pre-existing conditions and helping small 
businesses provide coverage to their em-
ployees. We also must protect and expand 
Medicare and Social Security, increase in-
vestment in community health centers and 
rural hospitals, and allow the government to 
negotiate to bring down the cost of prescrip-
tion drugs.

How has the COVID-19 pandemic 
shaped your plans and goals, should you 
be elected to Congress? 

This pandemic has put a spotlight on the 
vulnerabilities of our food supply chain. 
With only 50 meatpacking plants producing 
98% of the cattle in our country, any dis-
ruption like this pandemic or last year’s fire 
in Kansas affects the entire market. As a re-
sult of meatpacking plant closures, consum-
ers were paying more for meat at grocery 
stores, farmers weren’t receiving a fair price 
or didn’t have any markets to sell their live-
stock, and workers were in unsafe, deadly 
working conditions. While I’ve talked about 
enforcing antitrust laws for years, this pan-
demic has heightened the urgency to get it 
done. Enforcing antitrust laws would allow 
for smaller meatpacking plants to flourish, 
creating more markets for our farmers and 
creating a more stable foundation for our 
food supply chain. In my first year in Con-
gress, my goal is to introduce legislation to 
modernize the Packers and Stockyards Act 
and create a modern GIPSA that will level 
the playing field for farmers.

In addition to health in general, men-
tal health is an area of improvement for 
the state as Iowa has ranked dead last or 
in the bottom three in the last few years 
in terms of access to mental health care. 
How would you contribute to improving 
this situation?

The lack of accessible and affordable 
mental health care in Iowa is an epidem-
ic. We need to expand federal funding for 
community health centers in underserved, 
rural communities and the National Health 
Service Corps, and expand access to public 
addiction recovery services. We also need to 
raise the pay for mental health care work-
ers to address the workforce shortage. My 
overall goal for health care is to transition to 
universal health care, which would include, 
vision, mental, dental, and long-term care.

What is your experience and back-

be fully prepared unless we become more 
fiscally durable. 

In addition to health in general, men-
tal health is an area of improvement for 
the state as Iowa has ranked dead last or 
in the bottom three in the last few years 
in terms of access to mental health care. 
How would you contribute to improving 
this situation? 

The data on this is unclear, and it depends 
entirely on what source you’re looking at 
–for example, Mental Health America has 
Iowa ranked in the top 10 best states for 
mental healthcare, which I think is a much 
more accurate reflection of the work Gover-
nor Reynolds and state lawmakers have done 
in the past couple of years. But we certainly 
can always do better. I’ve mentioned it twice 
before already, but improving rural broad-
band can go a long way to improving access 
to mental healthcare. For folks living in rural 
Iowa, it isn’t always easy to drive to the near-
est city in order to receive help. We need to 
make sure the help can come to them. 

What is your experience and back-
ground in agriculture and how would you 
work with ag leaders to improve markets 
and opportunities for farmers in this dis-
trict? 

I’ve lived my entire life around it. Wheth-
er that’s growing up in a rural community, 

working professionally helping farmers with 
crop insurance, or serving in the Iowa Sen-
ate where farmers have been a top priority. 
I’ve done a lot already, like getting rid of 
the grain bin tax and providing support for 
first time farmers, but there’s more to do on 
the Federal level. Getting them the support 
they need to get through tough times, like 
indemnification for example, is big. We also 
need to be investing in waterway infrastruc-
ture on the Mississippi and Missouri rivers 
–our locks and dams have reached the end 
of their lifespans, and the delays that result 
from faulty infrastructure are killer. Addi-
tionally, we need to keep making progress 
on bilateral and multilateral trade deals that 
open up export markets for our farmers that 
can drive the prices of commodities back up. 

What legislation might you introduce or 
cosponsor that would make the district 
better.What are your central issues? In 
the State Senate, I authored historic tax re-
lief for Iowa families. The Trump tax cuts 
were certainly an important step in reducing 
the tax burden on American families and job 
creators, but there is more that must be done 
to simplify the complexity of the tax code 
and further limit the tax impact on Ameri-
cans. I will also work to ensure we’re pro-
tecting renewable fuels and always defend-
ing innocent life.

J.D.
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ground in agriculture and how would you 
work with ag leaders to improve markets 
and opportunities for farmers in this dis-
trict? 

Our family farm is just 250 acres outside 
of Lake Mills. But no matter if you farm 
hundreds of acres or thousands acres, you 
should have a chance to succeed. Right now, 
whether it’s grain or producing livestock, 
you can do everything right and still not 
make cost of production while most agricul-
ture monopolies are making record profits. 
Farmers need stability. We need to enforce 
existing laws like the Renewable Fuel Stan-
dard and antitrust laws and not abandon 
markets that our farmers have spent decades 
trying to access. We should explore bilateral 
and multilateral treaties especially in emerg-
ing markets like Asia and the Caribbean and 
bring allies to the table to leverage fair trea-
ties with China. We also need to empower 
our farmers by paying them with environ-
mental services so they improve their soil 
quality without going into the red on their 
balance sheets. 

What legislation might you introduce or 
cosponsor that would make the district 
better. What are your central issues? 

I’ve been called the only federal candi-
date talking about the Packers and Stock-
yards Act of 1921. This bill was critical for 
Iowa farmers because it led to the creation 
of GIPSA, an office that ensured compe-
tition and protected farmers from unfair, 
monopolistic practices. Unfortunately, this 
office has slowly been stripped of its pow-
er and is no longer a standalone entity. As 
a result, farmers have a harder time alleging 

these unfair practices and bringing lawsuits 
to court. Next year will be my first year of 
Congress and the 100th year anniversary of 
the Packers and Stockyards Act. I plan on 
introducing legislation to modernize it and 
ensure that our farmers have a level playing 
field and the opportunity to stay on their 
land, make a dime, and pass it onto the next 
generation.

What is in your background and exper-
tise in immigration that would help you 
grapple with those issues in Congress as 
they affect us here in the rural area? 

Our agriculture economy relies on an im-
migrant workforce. Last cycle, a grain el-
evator in Jefferson needed 39 employees 
for the harvest, but didn’t receive a single 
American application. Without immigrants 
taking these jobs and contributing to our lo-
cal economies, it would be even harder to 
live in our rural communities. That’s why we 
need to modernize our visa system to reduce 
the backlog, fix the problems like wage theft 
and abuse in the H2A visa program, ensure 
a year-round work visa for places like Iowa, 
and set up a mandatory e-verify system for 
farm employers nationwide. We also need 
to create a path to residency and citizenship 
for people who want to earn those rights. 
Lastly, our immigration system must reflect 
our values. Let’s provide a pathway to citi-
zenship for Dreamers, as well as those with 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) and De-
ferred Enforced Departure (DED), and treat 
all immigrants humanely by not separating 
children from their parents and not putting 
kids in cages.
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Theresa Greenfield
Democratic

Website/social media if any: Website: 
greenfieldforiowa.com, twitter: twitter.com/
GreenfieldIowa, Facebook: www.facebook.
com/GreenfieldForIowa/, Instagram: www.
instagram.com/theresagreenfield/

Family members, occupation, and/or any 
opening personal statement 
(optional): Family: Husband, 
Steve. Children, Tanya, Nick, 
Phil, and Dane. Occupation: 
businesswoman. 

Why are you running for 
U.S. Senate?

As a businesswoman, moth-
er of four and proud farm kid, 
I’m running to put Iowa first. 
Right now, Iowans need lead-
ers in Washington who know 
what it’s like to go through tough times and 
come out stronger. 

I was widowed at the age of 24, with a 
13 month-old and another on the way. My 
husband was a union electrical worker killed 
on the job, and it was Social Security, hard-
earned union benefits, along with commu-
nity and family, that helped my family get 
back on our feet. 

So when I see Mitch McConnell and Sen-
ator Ernst talking about privatizing Social 
Security and gutting Medicare, I think back 
to my two young boys when I was a single 
mom. I got in this race, because if they want 
to attack those programs, they’re gonna have 
to run through this scrappy farm girl first. 

I’ll take my grit and resolve to the U.S Sen-
ate to always put Iowans first, by standing 
up to the corporate special interests and get-
ting real results that help all of our workers, 
farmers, small towns and small businesses. 

Will you give us a brief SWOT 
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, 
and Threats) as you see them in rural 
Northwest Iowa? What is your strategy, 
philosophy, and/or ethic in facing these 
challenges or bolstering these strengths 
or opportunities? 

Growing up on my family’s farm, my 
dad said there are no boy jobs or girl jobs 
- just jobs that need to get done. Washing-
ton should be no different. But right now, 
politicians like Senator Joni Ernst put their 
partisan politics and corporate donors first. 

This is frustrating because Iowans just 
want the divisiveness to end. Everywhere 
I go, I meet families who are struggling to 
make ends meet, worried about losing pro-
tections for pre-existing conditions, getting 
gouged by the big drug companies prescrip-
tion drugs - and they’re just not being heard 
in Washington. Enough is enough. I’ll work 
with anyone to get results and stand up to 
anyone - even in my own party - when it’s 
bad for Iowa. 

What do you bring to the table repre-
senting our rural area? 

My “Small Towns, Bigger Paychecks’’ 
plan focuses on creating good-paying jobs 
across Iowa. We need to invest in a robust 
infrastructure plan to rebuild our crumbling 
bridges and expand high-speed rural broad-
band. We need to make it easier for small 
businesses to get access to capital, boost 
apprenticeships and skills training programs 
to set folks on the path to good-paying jobs. 
We must protect the Affordable Care Act 
and Medicaid expansion, which have been a 
lifeline for Iowa’s community hospitals. 

I’m also focused on supporting Iowa’s 
farm economy and biofuels industry, by re-
building our markets and investing in new 
economic opportunities for our rural com-
munities. It is vital that we have trade poli-
cies that give our farmers and manufacturers 
a fair shot to compete. We must also support 
reforms to level the playing field so farmers 
can earn more money and boost financial in-
centives for farmers who choose to employ 
conservation practices.

Where do you see the economy at this 
time? How will your background, experi-
ence and skill help to improve the econo-
my here? 

I’ve run a small business, gaining valuable 
experience signing paychecks, keeping the 

lights on and balancing budgets. Before that, 
I was a community planner for 14 years, 
where I worked with local governments, and 
saw firsthand how we can get things done 
when we work together. I’ll bring that ex-
perience with me to Washington to safely 
reopen and grow our economy. 

To improve Iowa’s economy, I’ll focus on 
investing in debt-free community college, 
boosting apprenticeships and skills training, 
passing a robust infrastructure plan - includ-
ing high-speed rural broadband - and ex-
panding access to capital for small business-
es. My plan also outlines that for every new 
regulation put on the books in Washington, 
let’s reform others that are inefficient or not 
working - while never forgetting to protect 
the health and safety of our workers and the 
general public.

But we can’t address these issues in our 
communities unless we finally take action to 
get through this pandemic. To get our econ-
omy back on track, we need more testing, 
more PPE, extended unemployment bene-
fits, expanded paid sick leave, more direct 
payments, and more aid for small businesses 
and local governments. 

Health care has been a hot-button issue. 
How will you improve Iowans’ access to 
care? 

Health care is always the number one issue 
I hear about when talking with Iowans. Our 
families are worried about higher costs, los-
ing their coverage, keeping rural hospitals 
open, and lowering the cost of prescription 
drugs. 

In Washington, I’ll work with anyone to 
make sure we all have access to the care 
we need. I’ll fight to protect our Medicaid 
expansion, create a public health insurance 
option that folks can buy into, cap drug 
costs, and allow Medicare to negotiate with 
prescription drug companies to bring down 
costs. And I will always protect our earned 
benefits like Medicare. All Iowans should 
have access to quality health care, no matter 
where they live or how much money they 
make. 

How has the COVID-19 pandemic 
shaped your plans and goals, should you 
be elected to the U.S. Senate? 

I believe this is going to be one of the most 
consequential times of our lives. A lot of us 
are fearful about getting sick or our strug-
gling economically. We all want to get back 
to normal. If we put politics aside and come 
together, I know we’ll get through this. 

I’ve released two plans to put Iowans first 
during this pandemic and get our economy 
back on track. It’s good Washington has 
gotten some things done, but it hasn’t been 
enough every step of the way. Congress 
needs to step up now and take urgent and 
long-overdue action to extend expanded un-
employment insurance, provide direct pay-
ments to workers, expand paid sick leave, 
reinvest in small business loans, provide 
urgent economic relief for our biofuels in-
dustry and do more to ramp up COVID-19 
testing.

In addition to health in general, mental 
health is an area of improvement for the 
state as Iowa has ranked dead last or in the 
bottom three in the last few years in terms 
of access to mental health care. How would 
you contribute to improving this situation? 

This is personal for me. As the mother of 
a son with a brain injury, I saw how import-
ant it was that his school was able to meet 
his needs and help him learn with an IEP. 
Health care is the top issue I hear about - and 
that includes mental health care. According 
to NAMI, about one in five adults in Iowa 
lives with some form of mental illness, yet 
we rank among the lowest states in terms of 
mental health services. It’s heartbaking that 
suicide rates among veterans and farmers 
are on the rise. 

It’s past time to end the stigma around 
mental health, and get to work so every Io-
wan gets the care and support they need. 

We also need to protect and expand ac-
cess to affordable, quality health care, by 
strengthening the Affordable Care Act, work 
across party lines to make sure Medicare 

Theresa
Greenfield

Continued on Page 6B, GREEN-
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covers mental health services, and grow our 
mental health care system so that it works 
for all of us. This will be a priority of mine 
in the U.S. Senate.

What is your experience and back-
ground in agriculture and how would you 
work with ag leaders to improve markets 
and opportunities for farmers in this dis-
trict? 

I grew up rural and I’m a product of the 
farm crisis. When the farm crisis hit, farm 
families like mine were in ruin. Now, Io-
wa’s farm economy and biofuels industry 
are hurting again. Farm bankruptcies are at 
an eight-year high and farm income is down 
75% since 2013. 

My plan focuses on ensuring that Iowa 
farmers have a fair shot to compete around 
the globe, protecting markets for farmers, 
and creating good-paying jobs by investing 
in and growing Iowa’s biofuels industry. We 
also have to do more to support our ethanol 
industry instead of giving handouts to big oil 
companies.

What legislation might you introduce or 
cosponsor that would make the district 
better. What are your central issues? 

I’m fighting to protect and expand access to 

affordable, quality health care, create more 
good-paying jobs, and take urgent climate 
action that creates opportunity throughout 
Iowa.

To get this done, we need to get big money 
out of our politics. I’ve pledged to not ac-
cept a dime of corporate PAC money. I’ve 
released a plan to end political corruption 
that calls for overturning Citizens United, 
banning dark money and corporate PACs, 
and enacting a lifetime ban on lobbying for 
all members of Congress. That will help us 
clean up Washington and get results for Io-
wans. 

What is in your background and exper-
tise in immigration that would help you 
grapple with those issues in the Senate as 
they affect us here in the rural area? 

As the former president of a small busi-
ness, I understand how important it is that 
we grow our economy, while making sure 
we look out for each other. I believe we 
need to fix our broken immigration system 
to create a welcoming, modern immigration 
system that can grow our economy. I’ll work 
with leaders on both sides of the aisle to cre-
ate solutions that keep families together, 
keep us safe and grow our economy.

GREENFIELD, Continued from Page 5B

Joni Ernst
Republican

Website/social media if any: Website: 
www.joniernst.com; Facebook: @jonifori-
owa; Twitter: @joniernst.

Family members, occupation, and/or any 
opening personal statement (optional): 
Daughter: Libby Ernst; Occupation: Iowa 
Army National Guard - Lieu-
tenant Colonel (retired), U.S. 
Senator.

Why are you running for 
U.S. Senate?

I have spent my life in ser-
vice to my state and coun-
try. I was raised on a small 
Iowa farm, worked my way 
through college, then dedi-
cated my life to serving my 
country, as a local official, a 
combat company commander in the mili-
tary, and as a senator.  Serving the people 
of Iowa has always been, and remains, my 
purpose. 

I work every day across the aisle to get re-
sults for Iowa. Roughly 60 percent of my 
bills have bipartisan support. Georgetown 
University ranked me one of the most bi-
partisan senators, from any state, of the last 
twenty-five years.

As a survivor of sexual assault and do-
mestic violence, I’m a tireless advocate for 
women and abuse survivors. I’m a champi-
on for farmers, veterans, and working fam-
ilies and a fighter for Iowa jobs. I will take 
on any country, regulation, or tax that would 
slow down our recovery and our growth. 

But this fight isn’t over and there’s more 
work to be done to push back on the coastal 
liberal insanity, and to stand up for Iowans, 
our farms, and our very way of life. 

Will you give us a brief SWOT 
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 
and Threats) as you see them in rural 
Northwest Iowa? What is your strategy, 
philosophy and/or ethic in facing these 
challenges or bolstering these strengths 
or opportunities? 

I was born and raised in rural Iowa, so I 
know firsthand the strengths our rural com-
munities have. Rural Iowa feeds and fuels 
the world, and makes up the backbone of 
our state. We also emphasize the impor-
tance of family, hard work, and always 
reaching out to help our neighbors. 

Our rural communities are up against chal-
lenges, though, as liberals in Washington, 
who support my opponent Theresa Green-
field, continue to put forward dangerous 
proposals that could destroy our farms. 

That’s why I’ve worked tirelessly to sup-
port our ethanol producers by upholding the 
RFS, securing critical trade deals like the 
USMCA, and rolling back harmful regula-
tions like Obama’s Waters of the U.S. (WO-
TUS) rule. And I’m proud to have received 
the endorsement of the Iowa Farm Bureau, 
Iowa’s largest grassroots farmers organiza-
tion.

Additionally, I’ve worked across the aisle 
to change the law to provide mental health 
services for farmers who are under stress. 
I’ve also worked with Republicans and 
Democrats to expand access to care and 
telehealth services for our veterans in our 
rural communities, so they can get treat-
ment closer to home.

I’m continuing to push for expanded ac-
cess to reliable broadband, so Iowans from 
across our state have access to the internet. 
And, partnering with Governor Kim Reyn-
olds, I’m fighting to expand access to child 
care.

What do you bring to the table repre-
senting our rural area? 

I was born and raised on a small Iowa 
farm, and I never left. I know Iowa’s agri-
culture and rural communities because I’m 
a part of those communities. I saw firsthand 
the tireless hard work and commitment our 
farmers dedicate to our economy here in 
Iowa and nationwide. We owe our farmers a 
debt of gratitude and that’s why I’ve fought 
successfully to protect and promote ethanol, 
expand trade for Iowa products, and deliver 
millions of dollars in critical COVID assis-
tance to our farmers.

Radical coastal liberals spend millions 
backing Ms. Greenfield. Their focus is on 
pushing extreme new environmental rules 
that would kill American jobs and hurt 
Iowa farmers, while letting the world’s big-
gest polluters -- like China -- off the hook. 
In contrast, I’m focused on always fighting 
for rural Iowa.

Where do you see the economy at this 
time? How will your background, expe-
rience and skill help to improve the econ-
omy here? 

The COVID-19 pandemic is an extraor-
dinary crisis, and it’s required an extraor-
dinary response. That’s why I’ve worked 
quickly and across the aisle in an all-hands-
on-deck effort to swiftly pass major legisla-
tion to get immediate support to Iowans and 
help get our economy back on its feet.

I’ve worked hard to get support to more 
than 60,000 Iowa small businesses through 
the Paycheck Protection Program. This as-
sistance has been a lifeline for our small 
businesses and the countless hardworking 
Iowans they employ.

For our essential workers—such as those 
on the front lines like our nurses, doc-
tors, truck drivers, grocery clerks and oth-
ers—I’m pushing to give them a federal tax 
break during this pandemic. For our child 
care workers and centers across Iowa, I’ve 
helped secure nearly $32 million in support, 
and I’m leading the fight to get them the ad-
ditional assistance they need to care for our 
children, which will be critical in getting 
our economy back to full speed. And, for 
our ag community, I’ve fought successful-
ly to deliver millions in critical aid for our 
farmers.

Heath care has been a hot-button issue 
How will you improve Iowans’ access to 
care? 

I come from a modest family that has 
struggled with pre-existing health condi-
tions, including my brother and sister who 
have Type 1 diabetes. No American should 
ever be denied coverage because of pre-ex-
isting conditions. That’s why I have led ef-
forts to force insurance companies to cover 
them. 

I’ve also worked across the aisle to change 
the law to help lower prescription drug costs 
and increase the availability of affordable 
medications. And I’m working with Sena-
tor Grassley and AARP to help control drug 
costs for our seniors.

I’m fighting to protect choice, increase 
rural care, improve transparency, lower the 
out of control cost of drug pricing, and end 
surprise medical billing.

However, Ms. Greenfield’s plan could 
take away your health insurance, eliminate 
your healthcare choices and insert govern-
ment-run health care – putting a bureaucrat 
between you and your doctor.  Wait times 
could increase while Iowa taxpayers will be 
saddled with a big bill. This radical liberal 
plan isn’t the answer.

How has the COVID-19 pandemic 
shaped your plans and goals, should you 
be elected to the U.S. Senate? 

As I travel our state on my 99 county tour, 
I hear from folks who are concerned about 
the impact of COVID-19. Amid this pan-
demic, I’ve worked to secure support for 
our small businesses and I’m working to 
give our essential workers—such as those 
on the front lines like our nurses, doctors, 
truck drivers, grocery clerks, child care pro-
viders, and others—a federal tax break. I’m 
fighting for support for our hospitals and 
health care workers, especially in our rural 
areas. And as more folks return to work, I’m 
pushing to make sure our moms and dads 
have a safe place to send their kids by se-
curing assistance to help Iowa’s child care 
providers.

I’ve also worked across the aisle in an all-
hands-on-deck effort to swiftly pass major 
legislation to get support to Iowans right 
away. I’ve worked hard and helped get 
support to more than 60,000 Iowa small 
businesses through the Paycheck Protection 
Program. And for our ag community, I’ve 
fought successfully to deliver millions in 
critical aid for our farmers.

I’ll continue to fight for Iowans to ensure 
folks get the assistance they need. 

In addition to health in general, men-
tal health is an area of improvement for 
the state as Iowa has ranked dead last or 
in the bottom three in the last few years 
in terms of access to mental health care. 
How would you contribute to improving 
this situation? 

Access to mental health has been a major 
focus of mine, which is why I have worked 
tirelessly to expand access to mental health 
resources for both our farmers and our vet-
erans.

Having grown up on a farm and living in 
rural Iowa, I understand the silent struggles 

Continued on top of next colum ERNST

many farmers face, like Troy Sand from 
northwestern Iowa who took his own life. 
That’s why I worked with Democrats to 
provide critical mental health services for 
farmers, who have one of the highest suicide 
rates in the country. Along with Democratic 
Senator Tammy Baldwin of Wisconsin, we 
changed the law through our Farmers First 
Act, so farmers have access to the resources 
and support they are looking for.

As a combat veteran myself, I know from 
my experience that not all wounds are phys-
ical, visible wounds. Many of our veterans 
struggle with mental health issues after re-
turning home and they shouldn’t have to 
wait weeks and weeks to get the care they 
deserve. So, I wrote the law to expand ac-
cess to mental health care for our veterans. 
I’ll never stop working to ensure our vet-
erans have access to the care they deserve.

What is your experience and back-
ground in agriculture and how would 
you work with ag leaders to improve 
markets and opportunities for farmers in 
this district? 

Having grown up on a small Iowa farm, 
and still living in rural Iowa, I know first-
hand the importance of Iowa’s agriculture 
economy, which feeds and fuels the world. 

That’s why I’ve fought tirelessly to protect 
and promote biofuels, successfully secured 
year-round E15, expand trade for Iowa 
products, roll back WOTUS, and helped de-
liver millions of dollars in critical COVID 
aid to Iowa farmers

Additionally, I was glad to make law ef-
forts that would help Iowa’s young and be-
ginning farmers have more acres to plant 
crops.  So many Iowa farmers want to pass 
down their business to their daughters and 
sons, to carry on that tradition, and I am 
proud to help them do it. 

Yet, as radical coastal liberals put forward 
a plan that could devastate Iowa’s farm-
ers and biofuel industry, Ms. Greenfield 
is completely silent.  Coastal billionaires 
like Tom Steyer, who are pushing for plans 
like the Green New Deal, are bankrolling 
Greenfield’s campaign. That should tell us 
all we need to know about where she stands.

What legislation might you introduce or 
cosponsor that would make the district 
better. What are your central issues? 

There are many issues I’m working on to 
help Iowans. In the Senate, I’m a tireless 
advocate for farmers, veterans, and working 
families and a fighter for Iowa jobs. One of 
my priorities is on ensuring folks have ac-
cess to affordable health care, specifically 
when it comes to lowering the costs of pre-
scription drugs.

A mom in Eastern Iowa once told me her 
son died because he was rationing insulin 
because it was so expensive. And she’s not 
alone. I know the difficulty of this disease 
because of my brother and sister’s experi-
ence and I’ve heard similar heartbreaking 
stories as I travel the state. I understand how 
out-of-control health care costs can be.

That’s why I helped change the law to get 
more affordable prescription options for Io-
wans. But my work doesn’t stop there. I’m 
working with Senator Grassley and AARP 
to help control drug costs for our seniors.

I will always stand up for Iowans against 
the insurance industry and fight to lower 
costs, increase transparency, and end sur-
prise medical billing.

What is in your background and exper-
tise in immigration that would help you 
grapple with those issues in the Senate as 
they affect us here in the rural area? 

The U.S. is a nation of immigrants and 
we must always be welcoming, however, 
we also must ensure the safety of our own 
citizens.

Sarah Root from Council Bluffs had grad-
uated from college the day she was killed 
by a man here illegally. Her killer was nev-
er brought to justice due to a broken im-
migration system. I led an effort to change 
this through my legislation called “Sarah’s 
Law.” Today, the U.S. government removes 
those who are charged with a crime and here 
illegally. My opponent, Theresa Greenfield, 
refuses to say if she supports Sarah’s Law.

Just last year, I toured sections of our 
southern border firsthand and met with the 
men and women who are responsible for 
keeping our borders secure It was an ex-
traordinary experience that gave me a criti-
cal perspective on our immigration system.

It’s not enough to say the system is bro-
ken, like Ms. Greenfield repeats over and 
over. It requires serious leadership to ensure 
U.S. citizens are protected.

Joni
Ernst
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Suzanne Herzog
Independent, no party 

Website/social media if any: Herzogfo-
rUSsenate.com 

FB-https://www.facebook.com/Suzanne-
HerzogforUSSenate/

Instagram-https://www.instagram.com/
herzogforussenate/

Twitter-https://twitter.com/Herzog4AL-
LIowa

YouTube-https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UChauMmDFR5tJ7AhHxO5c-
P2A/

Family members, occupation, and/or 
any opening personal state-
ment (optional):

Family: Partner of 10 
years-Jim Copeland (of Jef-
ferson, IA)Sam Lopez-son, 
32 years-old,living in Chica-
go, Morgan Lopez-daughter 
30 years-old living in Phoe-
nix 

Occupation: VA hospital 
and emergency department 
nurse in San Juan, PR 1993-
1995, ER nurse in Des Moines 1995-2011, 
B.S. Economics from ISU 2009, Statistics 
internship in Washington D.C. with mul-
tiple federal agencies 2008, Healthcare 
reform policy research and healthcare data 
analyst for large nonprofit networks in mul-
tiple states2011-2019, Disaster response 
work: El Salvador 2001, with FEMA for 
Hurricane Katrina 2005, Suzanne habla Es-
panol 

Opening personal statement: I was born 
and raised in rural Cedar Rapids, the fourth 
of seven children born to my parents in 
less than 10 years. My family also took in 
many foster children and exchange students 
throughout my childhood. Community re-
sources, a good public school education, 
and many training and career options made 
up for the difficulties my family faced as I 
was growing up. I want to ensure that all 
Iowans have access to similar or better com-
munity-support resources, and at least as 
many opportunities as I had to thrive. 

Why are you running for U.S. Senate?
Iowans tell me they are ready to change the 

political process and have a more function-
al government by sending an independent 
Senator to Washington. This is a historic 
opportunity for Iowans to take advantage 
of the current narrow party-majority in the 
U.S. Senate, because a nonpartisan Senator 
gives Iowa real leverage for our state that 
party-pandering money cannot buy. I be-
lieve the majority of Iowans can agree with 
middle-ground solutions on just about every 
urgent and important issue that the extrem-
ists from both major political parties contin-
ue to ignore. My healthcare reform propos-
als (the focus of much of my life’s work) 
would help the most Iowans and Americans 
in the least amount of time,with the best 
probability of bipartisan Congressional sup-
port. They would end medical bankruptcies, 
provide fair access to more affordable, qual-
ity private health insurance for all, and more 
efficiently spend taxpayer dollars to keep 
people from falling through the cracks. Peo-
ple, our businesses,and our economy need 
this bold and practical action now. 

Will you give us a brief SWOT 
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 
and Threats) as you see them in rural 
Northwest Iowa? What is your strategy, 
philosophy and/or ethic in facing these 

challenges or bolstering these strengths 
or opportunities? 

Strengths: Many small businesses, co-
operatives, community college and higher 
education programs that serve their com-
munities well. Enduring, resilient, diverse 
NW Iowa agriculture. Ever-evolving new 
ag developments.Educational and training 
programs bring in residents from other parts 
of the state and country.

Weaknesses: NW Iowa agricultural and 
manufacturing sectors are vulnerable to 
haphazard trade policies. Small communi-
ties challenged with satisfying healthcare 
and mental health needs. Newly-focused 
resources on improving rural broadband 
access will take some time implement and 
must be monitored for proper targeting and 
sustained support. 

Opportunities: Monitor new broadband 
expansion initiatives to ensure they deliv-
er. Realize the Herzog healthcare reform 
proposals so that everyone: farmers, gig 
workers, students, small business owners, 
etc. all have access to the same quality, af-
fordable private health insurance policies, 
with rural healthcare providers receiving 
more sustainable revenue. Support training 
and internship programs to improve em-
ployment opportunities. Provide more ef-
fective oversight of federal agencies so that 
they are more in line with the best interest 
of NW Iowa’s farmers, manufacturers and 
businesses. Threats: Inadequate correction 
of harmful trade policies. Poor monitoring 
and enforcement of USMCA provisions. 
Lack of adequate recovery response to sup-
port small municipality services. Failure to 
implement meaningful healthcare reform or 
help fund critically needed mental health 
services including telemedicine. 

What do you bring to the table repre-
senting our rural area? 

I am a descendent of German immi-
grant farmers-the Herzog’s were some of 
the state’s homesteaders near Cresco. My 
grandfather left the farm to be a surgeon, 
but when he retired he taught us apprecia-
tion for agricultural practices. I studied with 
plenty of young farmers and business-ag 
students in my economics program at Iowa 
State. I love to follow international trade 
and agricultural commodity issues. As a 
nurse working in the state’s busiest ER 
for over 15 years, I took care of plenty of 
small town residents, farmers, and workers 
from all over the state in the midst of ur-
gent crises in life,and helped them to access 
community resources. I am a member/sup-
porter of Practical Farmers of Iowa and over 
the past two years have spent a lot of time 
connecting with farmers and ag-producers 
learning about their challenges and goals. 

Where do you see the economy at this 
time? How will your background, expe-
rience and skill help to improve the econ-
omy here? 

Healthcare is a huge part of our economy 
which must be addressed now, and I am 
the most qualified candidate in this race to 
do it.I have experience with federal gov-
ernment agencies that will help me ensure 
proper regulatory oversight, as well as mon-
itoring and enforcement of aid and recovery 
legislation. Our economy has been devastat-
ed by COVID19 and is burdened with on-
going natural disasters, but we had dropped 
the ball on the economy before these crises.
When2017 Tax Cuts & Jobs Act was en-
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acted, we had been experiencing an ongo-
ing world economic recovery since 2011. 
Overzealous corporate tax cuts (a lower lev-
el were necessary) and failure to eliminate 
loopholes benefitted higher-income Amer-
icans disproportionately. We irresponsibly 
ran up the national debt in a time in that time 
of relative prosperity. The economy should 
have been overheating, but Trump slammed 
on the breaks with his incompetent interna-
tional trade policies. He should have stayed 
in TPP negotiations with our Asian trading 
partners, Canada and Japan for real leverage 
against China with the strongest intellectual 
property rights provisions ever proposed. 
The USMCA deal was made better by the 
legislative branch-where international trade 
policies should originate. As an economist-I 
get this, and so much more about what is 
going on,as Ernst conveniently overlooks 
basic economic principles. 

Heath care has been a hot-button issue.
How will you improve Iowans’ access to 
care?

One of the main reasons why I am running 
for Senate is because neither major politi-
cal party is on the right track for healthcare 
reform. We must completely disassociate 
access to private health insurance from em-
ployment immediately, with tax deductions 
for individuals to deduct the cost of private 
health insurance from taxable income (in-
stead of employers deducting the cost of in-
suring employees as they do now). Restruc-
turing the private health insurance market 
so that we all access it much like we do car 
or homeowner’s insurance is essential if we 
are to provide fair access to quality, afford-
able coverage for all. This creates better 
risk-pooling to reduce premium prices and 
establishes the right economic incentives for 
people, insurers, healthcare service provid-
ers, and public health to all work together 

to improve the health of our communities. 
So more people would be covered by quali-
ty, affordable, private health insurance. We 
should make Medicaid a better safety net 
for anyone,of any income level to use it to 
prevent medical bankruptcy with a simple, 
temporary, income-based buy-in as needed. 
(I could write a book on this so please vis-
it our campaign website or e-mail me with 
your questions.) 

How has the COVID-19 pandemic 
shaped your plans and goals, should you 
be elected to the U.S. Senate? 

The pandemic strengthens the argument 
for the same healthcare reform proposals I 
have been promoting for years. We need to 
focus recovery efforts to take advantage of 
new opportunities to benefit more of those 
left behind as the pandemic widens the gap. 
A silver lining may be more resources al-
located for rural broadband and internet 
development, but we can’t take our eye off 
that ball either. The pandemic will require 
even more efforts to reach out to all Iowans 
in every region to get a better assessment 
of where the real setbacks are, and what we 
need to do to get people back on track. 

In addition to health in general, men-
tal health is an area of improvement for 
the state as Iowa has ranked dead last or 
in the bottom three in the last few years 
in terms of access to mental health care. 
How would you contribute to improving 
this situation?

 I have been a supporter of the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) since 
my 31 year old sister died at the Indepen-
dence state mental health facility in 2002. 
Long before that I worked on the front-lines 
for mental health crises in the emergency 
department,and helped people access our 
limited community services. We absolutely 
need to fund and maintain ongoing support 

for mental health professionals in public 
schools. More successful outpatient treat-
ment and residential support for those strug-
gling with mental health challenges were 
demonstrating success beforeIowa’s Med-
icaid privatization-which was a setback on 
that front. Continuing grants for education 
and training of mental health professionals, 
promoting policies to support telehealth ser-
vices, collaboration to craft related legisla-
tion with feedback from all 14 Iowa MHDS 
regions will all be needed to effectively ad-
dress this state and national crisis. 

What is your experience and back-
ground in agriculture and how would you 
work with ag leaders to improve markets 
and opportunities for farmers in this dis-
trict? (please see response to question 3) In 
my lifetime of experiences throughout Io-
wa,I never really sensed the “rural-urban” 
divide some describe. I spent time on neigh-
bors’ farms, detassled corn as a teen, and 
have followed agricultural industry devel-
opments since I studied economics at Iowa 
State. I will continue to support programs 
that establish and sustain new farmers. Ag-
ricultural cooperatives, Farm Bureau, corn, 
soybean, and sustainable-agriculture groups 
will all have my ear. Your next Senator 
should not be imposing personal views or 
a party agenda on Iowans. I will focus on 
advocacy in the best interest of all Iowans, 
and I endeavor to be the most accessible and 
responsive Senator in Iowa’s history. 

What legislation might you introduce or 
cosponsor that would make the district 
better. What are  your central issues? 

Economic opportunities and the health and 
wellbeing of Iowans are my central issues. 
I would co-sponsor The Growing Climate 
Solutions Act and stay engaged to make 
sure it will benefit our agriculture section 
as intended. I will continue to monitor the 
implementation and enforcement of USM-
CA and propose amendments accordingly. 

We need to reenter more international trade 
negotiations with similar focus to the Trans-
pacific Partnership (TPP). Though a lot of 
legislation has recently been passed with re-
gards to rural broadband development, we 
need to stay forever vigilant to sustain that 
momentum. New legislation may be need-
ed to that targets fair spectrum management 
and ongoing national cybersecurity issues. 
I will work to restore environmental pro-
tections and support sustainable renewable 
fuel developments. 

What is in your background and exper-
tise in immigration that would help you 
grapple with those issues in the Senate as 
they affect us here in the rural area? 

I have spent a lot of time listening to the 
many different immigration experiences 
while campaigning throughout Iowa. We 
must revisit the 2013 Senate immigration 
bill to update and amend long-overdue ob-
jectives. I was an exchange student to Costa 
Rica in 1984 and Mexico in 1985, and I 
am fluent in Spanish. During the pandem-
icI worked as a Medical Reserve Corps 
volunteer and tested people in a few ofIo-
wa’s meatpacking plants while working to 
support efforts of Iowa Public Health.I lis-
tened carefully to the experiences and con-
cerns of the plant workers-both from Iowa 
and abroad.As an ER nurse I treated many 
immigrants of every migration status. I ob-
served the economic struggles of people in 
El Salvador first hand in 2001 while work-
ing there on a medical relief team. These 
experiences give me a unique perspective 
on what it is like to persevere in unfamiliar 
surroundings and struggle to survive. I un-
derstand that H-2A visa programs support 
our agriculture sector and provide valuable 
remittances to sustain economic well-being 
worldwide. I plan to get much more input 
from NW Iowans to help me carefully craft 
immigration reform that best-serves all the 
residents of our state.

U.S. Senate - continued

Rick Stewart
Libertarian

Website/social media if any: rickstewart.
com; @IowaRick (Facebook); @RickStew-
art (Twitter)

Family members, occupation, and/or any 
opening personalstatement (optional):

Born in Postville, raised in Maquoketa, 
live in Cedar Rapids. My great-
great-great-great grandfather, 
and his father, fought in the 
Revolutionary War. On the right 
side.

Six children, ten grandchil-
dren. Founder and former CEO 
of Frontier Natural Products 
Co-operative in Norway, Iowa.

BA Coe College
MBA University of Chicago
Why are you running for 

U.S. Senate?
I want to end gridlock in Washington. A 

Libertarian Senator from Iowa is all it will 
take in an otherwise divided Senate. One 
rational voice will not be crying in the wil-
derness, it will be leading us out of the dark-
ness.

Will you give us a brief SWOT 
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 
and Threats) as you see them in rural 
Northwest Iowa?

The strength in Iowa is always the same - 
honest, hard working Iowans.

The weakness in Iowa is always the same - 
lack of non-partisan leadership.

The opportunities in Iowa are too many to 
list. All we need is for the Federal govern-
ment to get out of the way and allow Iowans 
to build our economy using common sense 
Iowa solutions - hard work, honesty, friend-
liness, and a knowledge of how to work to-
gether to solve problems.

Threats to Iowa are always the same (with 
the exception of pandemics and otherwise 
rare events) - government interference with 
local decision making.

What is your strategy, philosophy and/or 
ethic in facing these challenges or bolstering 
these strengths or opportunities?

Reduce government to its proper role - pro-
tecting our Lives, our Liberties, and our pur-

suit of Happiness. Iowans don’t need help 
solving our problems, we need government 
to get out of the way. Iowans don’t need 
other people’s tax money, we will spend our 
own money intelligently. Iowans don’t need 
to be told what to do by Washington, we’ll 
figure it out ourselves. We always have.

What do you bring to the table repre-
senting our rural area?

Entrepreneurship. I started a company in 
1976 that now employs 300 people and 
has $200 million in sales annually. We 
weren’t brilliant, we simply corrected all 
the mistakes we made as quickly as pos-
sible. Honesty and hard work is the only 
magic potion.

I am no smarter than the average Iowan. 
I don’t work harder than the average Io-
wan. I don’t have more grit than the av-
erage Iowan. If I can build a successful 

small business, everyone can, once we are 
not looking to Washington for directions.

Where do you see the economy at this 
time? How will your background, expe-
rience and skill help to improve the econ-
omy here

The only thing holding back Iowa’s econo-
my is Washington’s insistence on meddling 
in it. We are the solution, politicians aren’t.

I can’t solve other people’s problems for 
them. Neither can any other politician. Nor 
can more government. All that is needed is 
to remove the hurdles government puts in 
the way of economic growth, then Iowa’s 
economy will experience continual strong 
growth.

Heath care has been a hot-button issue 
How will you improve Iowans’ access to 
care? 

The Federal government is responsible for 
the high price of health care. It has regulat-
ed health care to death, driving up costs and 
lowering quality.

When the government gets out of the 
health care business prices will plummet and 
even the least capable among us will be able 
to afford health insurance that is within their 
means. If there is a gap, private charity will 
fill it, as it always did until the government 
decided it could do better, but failed.

How has the COVID-19 pandemic 

shaped your plans and goals, should you 
be elected to the U.S. Senate?

It hasn’t.
I knew about the dangers of pandemics 

years ago, but could only watch as the Fed-
eral government squandered opportunity 
after opportunity to prepare for rare events 
such as Covid. Instead of investing in the 
challenges of the future, Washington kept its 
eye on the rear view mirror, and we crashed.

I will focus on investing in a safer future, 
instead of funding special interests and mak-
ing false promises.

In addition to health in general, men-
tal health is an area of improvement for 
the state as Iowa has ranked dead last or 
in the bottom three in the last few years 
in terms of access to mental health care. 
How would you contribute to improving 
this situation?

Mental health care, unfortunately, must 
rely on medicine, as science has not yet de-
veloped successful alternatives. Until they 
do, we must increase access to these med-
icines, which for the most part are quite in-
expensive, by allowing non-doctors to pre-
scribe them.

The emergency ward should not be the 
starting point for effective mental health 
care, qualified non-doctor mental health 
care workers must be given the right to solve 
problems quickly and inexpensively.

What is your experience and back-
ground in agriculture and how would you 
work with ag leaders to improve markets 
and opportunities for farmers in this dis-
trict? 

My father was a vocational agriculture 
teacher in Postville, Maquoketa, and Ep-
worth. I grew up on his demonstration 
farms. I baled hay and castrated calves.

I have a degree in Agricultural Diesel Me-
chanics from Kirkwood Community Col-
lege. I can overhaul your injection pump.

My company was a member of the Iowa 
Institute of Cooperatives for the last 15 
years I worked there. Our electricity came 
from a REC. Our phone service came from 
South Slope Cooperative. We had a demon-
stration farm on our property.

Once we get the government out of the 

business of agriculture Iowa farmers are 
smart enough to figure out how to make a 
living by responding to market prices and 
market opportunities. We don’t need help 
from Washington - we need the freedom to 
farm.

It goes without saying tariffs are a tax only 
Americans have to pay. Only a free trade 
regime is predictable and allows people to 
plan for the future. Everything else is a polit-
ical response to special interest groups, sub-
ject to the election year whims of partisan 
politicians.

What legislation might you introduce or 
cosponsor that would make the district 
better. What are your central issues?

End the racist Drug War. This is my num-
ber one priority. There is no moral philoso-
phy which justifies the incarceration of peo-
ple who voluntarily consume recreational 
drugs other than alcohol and tobacco, both 
of which are legal, but far more dangerous 
than any other drug.

End foreign wars. We have no business 
trying to be the world’s policeman. Invad-
ing other countries creates far more enemies 
than friends, and is outrageously expen-
sive, not to mention requires the sacrifice of 
American lives. We should be an example 
to the world of how freedom creates wealth 
and security for everyone, then let other 
countries join us voluntarily, should they so 
desire.

End economic nonsense. Balance the bud-
get. Reduce the national debt. Abolish the 
Federal Reserve. Reform entitlement pro-
grams before they go bankrupt and cannot 
keep the unfunded promises they have made.

10. What is in your background and 
expertise in immigration that would 
help you grapple with those issues in the 
Senate as they affect us here in the rural 
area?

I have had a permanent apartment in Gua-
temala since 2003. I know hundreds of im-
migrants, legal and illegal, successful and 
unsuccessful. We should charge $50,000 
for a lifetime Green card for anyone who is 
not a criminal or carrying a contagious dis-
ease. If there are too many applicants we can 
raise the price.
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Rick
Stewart 

THE DRUG WAR IS A 
RACIST, EXPENSIVE FAILURE. 
IN 50 YEARS IT HAS WASTED 

MORE THAN 2 TRILLION DOLLARS, 
AND PRODUCED ONLY NEGATIVE           

RESULTS. 
END IT NEND IT NOW!

FOREIGN WARS ARE RACIST, EXPENSIVE 
FAILURES. THEY MAKE US LESS SAFE, 

NOT MORE. THE MILITARY IS FOR         
DEFENSE, NOT OFFENSE. FOREIGN WARS 

ARE BLEEDING OUR NATION DRY. 
END THEM NOW!

TTARIFF WARS ARE A TAX ON AMERICANS. 
THEY MAKE OUR NATION 

LESS PROSPEROUS AND THEY HURT 
THOSE THEY CLAIM TO PROTECT. 

END THEM NOW!

JOIN ME IN THE FIGHT 
FOR A FREER FUTURE

  RICKSTEWART.COM 

PAID FOR BY RICK STEWART

VOTE RICK STEWART FOR 
UNITED STATES SENATE

WASHINGTON WILL NEVER 
BALANCE THE  BUDGET.

YOU CANNOT SPEND MORE THAN YOU 
TAX, FOREVER.

IT’S TIME TO STOP PRETENDING.

FUTURE GENERATIONS ARE 
ALREAALREADY SADDLED WITH TRILLIONS

IN BABY BOOMER DEBT.
IT’S TIME TO START PAYING IT OFF. NOW.

 NO MORE ECONOMIC NONSENSE.

THE FED HAS AN IMPOSSIBLE MANDATE 
TO KEEP BOTH UNEMPLOYMENT

AND INFLATION LOW.
NO ONE CONTNO ONE CONTROLS A FREE MARKET 

ECONOMY.
LET’S QUIT PRETENDING.
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YOUR RESPONSIBILITY IN A DEMOCRACY
VOTE NOVEMBER 3RD

Use your vote this November to send a message about the 
leadership and direction of our state and our country.

For Information on Democratic candidates for State Senate and State House, please visit:
Iowahouse.org • iowasenatedemocrats.com

Paid for by the Emmet County Democratic Central Committee

TODD GLASNAPP
Emmet County Supervisor

ROGER HASH
Emmet County Supervisor

SARAH MORPHEW 
Emmet County Supervisor

THERESA GREENFIELD
Iowa  Senate

J.D. SCHOLTEN 
U.S. House of Representatives

DEBRA JENSEN
Iowa House District 7

MIKE MARTENS
Emmet County Sheriff

JOE BIDEN
for President

KAMALA HARRIS
Vice President

AMY M. SATHOFF
Emmet County Auditor

Paid for by the Emmet County Republican Party

EMMET COUNTY REPBLICAN PARTY
VICTORY 2020

VOTE
REPUBLICAN

EMMET COUNTY REPBLICAN PARTYEMMET COUNTY REPBLICAN PARTY
VICTORY 2020VICTORY 2020

REPUBLICANREPUBLICAN

Dennis Guth 
Iowa State Senate

Joni Ernst
United State Senate

Henry Stone
Iowa House District 7

Lisa Hansen
Emmet Co. Supervisor

Randy Feenstra
U.S House of

 Representatives

Donald J. Trump
President

Mike Pence
Vice President

Tim Schumacher
Emmet Co.
Supervisor

Donald J. Trump
incumbent, Republican 

Donald J. Trump is the 45th president of 
the United States. He is married to Melania 
Trump and has five children: 
Eric, Donald Jr., Ivanka, 
Tiffany and Barron, and ten 
grandchildren. According 
to Ballotpedia, Trump was 
nominated for re-election 
at the Republican Nation-
al Convention in Aug. 24, 
2020. His running mate is 
vice-president Mike Pence. 

Trump’s re-election cam-
paign has focused on the 
economy, jobs, immigration and foreign 
policy. Trump named his platform America 
First. Key policy initiatives during his first 
term include the U.S withdrawing from the 
Iran nuclear deal, the passage of the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 and establishing 
the Space Force as an independent military 
branch. Trump has made more than 200 
federal judicial appointments, including 
two U.S. Supreme Court Justices, Neil Gor-

usch and Brett Kavanaugh. 
Trump was born in Queens, New York 

City in 1946. He enrolled at Fordham 
University before transferring to the Whar-
ton School of Finance at the University of 
Pennsylvania where he earned a bachelor of 
science in economics in 1968. He has been 
part of the organization now known as the 
Trump Organization since 1970 and was 
involved in numerous real estate and other 
business ventures in the following years. 
For over a decade, Trump hosted and served 
as executive producer of The Apprentice on 
NBC. Between 1987 and 2012, Trump 
changed his party affiliation five times. He 
has been continuously registered as a Re-
publican since 2012. 

Trump has served as U.S president since 
2017, winning the 2016 election with 304 
electoral votes to opponent Hillary Clin-
ton’s 227. He was impeached with two ar-
ticles of impeachment by the U.S. House of 
Representatives Dec. 19, 2019. The U.S. 
Senate acquitted him Feb. 5, 2020 after a 
two week trial. Neither article achieved a 
supermajority of senators.
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Joe Biden
Democrat, U.S. President 

Joe Biden was vice-president of the Unit-
ed States under the 44th president, Barack 
Obama. Biden’s running mate is Kamala 
Harris, former attorney general of Califor-
nia and current U.S. Senator. Biden was 
U.S. Senator from Dela-
ware from 1973 to 2009. 
His wife is Dr. Jill Biden. 
His first wife Nelia Hunter 
Biden and daughter, Nao-
mi died in a car crash in 
1972, leaving him a single 
father of Hunter and Beau. 
He married Jill and togeth-
er they are the parents of 
Ashley. Biden has five hon-
orary doctorates, earned the 
“Best of Congress” Award for improving 
the American quality of life through fam-
ily-friendly work policies, an award from 
the Pakistani government, and the Golden 
Medal of Freedom Award from Kosovo, 
the country’s highest award, for his support 
for their independence 20 years ago.  Biden 
served as chair of the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee during the 1991 Gulf 
War and the 2003 War in Iraq and oversaw 
several treaties. He was also chair of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee dealing with 
the choice of Clarence Thomas or Robert 
Bork for a U.S. Supreme Court appoint-
ment. Biden has said he would protect Roe 
v. Wade for women’s reproductive choice, 

create a public buy-in option for health 
insurance, decriminalize recreational can-
nabis, push to pass the Equal Rights Act 
(ERA), make community college free to 
students, and supporting parts of the Green 
New Deal to deal with climate change. He 
supports regulation rather than a complete 
ban on fracking. Biden has faced allegations 
of physical misconduct from colleagues and 
a staffer, which he has denied, but several 
photographs are in existence of Biden pos-
sibly excessively touching women and chil-
dren, and he has said such exuberance has 
gotten him in trouble in the past. Biden does 
not drink alcohol, citing the destructiveness 
he has seen in his family, friends and col-
leagues. A Roman Catholic, Biden has said, 
“I accept church rule in my personal life, 
but not in public life. He stated his intent 
in August, 2020 to rebuild the economy 
and build it back better. He has stated he 
favors saving on spending by getting troops 
out of Iraq and that deregulation led the na-
tion into the housing crisis. He has stated he 
would find funds to invest in new initiatives 
by ending war and eliminating tax cuts on 
the rich. He is in favor of community polic-
ing to reduce crime and violence, and has 
switched his views on criminal justice from 
being tough on crime across the board to a 
restorative justice approach for all but vio-
lent crimes. Biden became the presumptive 
Democratic nominee in April after the last 
of his primary opponents dropped out. 

Donald
Trump

Joe 
Biden

U.S. President


